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PACK  UP  AND  AWAY! 


YOU  have  probably  dreamed 
of  vacations  with  nights 
beneath  the  stars,  of  being 
lulled  to  sleep  by  the  roar  of  the 
surf  or  the  murmur  of  a  moun¬ 
tain-fed  stream.  You  have 
hungered  for  the  pungent  waft  of 
the  campfire.  Y ou  have  longed 
for  hours  beside  some  trout 
stream  or  lake,  or  for  a  plunge 
in  the  sparkling  surf  and  a 
stretch  on  the  warm  sands,  a 
hike  over  forested  trail,  miles 
through  scenery  long  remem¬ 
bered,  days  filled  with  the  tonic 
freedom  of  out-of-doors. 

You  have  known,  too,  of 
State  Parks,  maybe  but  vaguely 
as  to  their  location  and  just 
what  they  provided  in  the  way 
of  camping  facilities  and 
recreation. 

It  is  with  this  thought  in 
mind  that  this  book  is  issued,  its 
object  being  to  better  acquaint 
the  residents  not  only  of  the 
Empire  State,  but  of  other 
states  as  well,  with  what  New 
York  State  has  to  offer  in  the 
way  of  parks  and  recreational 
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areas,  how  these  may  be  reached,  and  what  may  be  expected  on  arrival. 
New  York  State  today  has  the  finest  system  of  highways  and  State  parks  in 
the  eastern  United  States.  In  outlining  the  various  State  Parks  in  the  pages 
that  follow,  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  some  point  as  a  place  of  beginning. 
And  so  New  York  City,  with  its  millions,  has  been  taken  as  the  starting  point, 
for  from  it  come  the  greatest  number  of  tourists  to  the  parks. 

With  this  thought  in  mind,  the  Long  Island  State  Park  region  first  appears, 
its  parks  being  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  distance  from  New  York  City. 

The  motorist  spending  his  vacation  in  other  sections  of  New  York  State, 
swings  northward  out  of  New  York  City,  either  along  the  west  bank  of  the 
historic  Hudson,  to  the  Palisades  Interstate  Park,  the  largest  single  park  out¬ 
side  of  the  Forest  Preserve  and  Allegany  Park,  or  along  the  eastern  shore  of 
the  Hudson,  through  Westchester  county’s  park  system,  and  on  to  Taconic 
State  Park,  or  swinging  across  the  Bear  Mountain  Bridge,  into  the  Palisades, 
and  thence  through  the  Catskills,  on  to  Albany,  capital  city  of  the  State. 

Continuing  northward,  the  motorist  travels  through  historic  battlegrounds 
on  to  Saratoga  Springs,  to  Lake  George  and  into  the  Adirondacks.  Emerging 
from  the  Adirondacks,  one  skirts  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  the  Thousand  Islands, 
then  swings  to  the  south  into  the  Central  New  York  and  the  Finger  Lakes 
State  Parks,  with  their  many  beautiful  waterfalls  and  gorges. 

Westward  lies  Letchworth  Park,  to  the  southwest  Allegany  State  Park 
with  the  Niagara  Frontier  Region  and  its  famous  waterfall  along  the  borderline. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  illustrations  used  can  portray  comparatively  few  of 
New  York  State’s  many  points  of  interest,  and  that  with  such  huge  preserves  as 
the  Catskills  and  the  Adirondacks,  it  is  impossible  to  include  detailed  highway 
directions  to  each  and  every  point  of  interest,  scenic,  historic  and  otherwise. 

New  York  State’s  highway  system  traverses  every  section,  along  surf- 
washed  beaches,  through  cities  and  villages,  shaded  valleys,  regions  of  mountains, 
lakes  and  streams,  sections  of  romantic  charm,  reminiscent  of  the  days  when 
the  Indian,  moccasin-clad,  roamed  the  trails.  Within  the  boundaries  of  the 
State’s  forest  preserves  are  hundreds  of  camping  sites,  all  equipped  to  add  to 
the  pleasure  of  the  camper. 

New  York  State  offers  everything  to  the  vacationist  —  the  surf  of  Long 
Island,  hiking,  camping,  and  swimming,  in  its  State  parks;  the  pine-scented 
air  of  the  mountains;  fly  fishing  in  stream  and  lake;  the  health-giving  waters 
at  Saratoga;  beautiful  waterfalls;  horseback  riding  over  forest  trails ;  localities 
famous  for  the  part  they  played  in  America  in  its  making. 

Come  when  the  foliage  is  green  with  the  freshness  of  spring,  in  the  fullness 
of  summer,  the  tang  of  the  autumn,  or  even  in  the  crisp  cold  of  the  winter. 
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Adminiatration  Headquartera 
Belmont  Lake  State  Park,  Babylon,  L»  /. 

Arthur  E.  Howland,  Chief  Engineer 

Long  island,  known  as  "The  Island  of  Shells”  by  the  Indians,  with 
its  sandy  beaches,  its  splendid  system  of  highways,  and  its  State  parks, 
is  today  becoming  the  playground  of  countless  thousands  from  the 
teeming  metropolis.  State  parks  have  been  developed  along  the  South  Shore, 
where  the  blue  of  the  Atlantic  is  the  background,  as  well  as  along  the  North 

Shore,  with  its  wooded  knolls  and  where  the  waters 
of  Long  Island  Sound  glisten  in  the  sunlight.  With 
the  exception  of  Hither  Hills,  Montauk  Point,  and 
Gardiner’s  Point  State  Parks,  located  at  or  near 
the  far  end  of  the  Island,  all  parks  are  within  a 
day’s  run  and  return,  from  the  metropolis.  The 
State  parkway  system  is  under  construction  and 
the  main  highway  arteries  are  being  widened  by  the 
State  and  counties. 

In  a  Nutshell 

Picnicking  is  permitted  at  all  Long  Island  State 
Parks 

Camping  is  permitted  at  Fire  Island,  Hither 
Hills,  Sunken  Meadow,  Deer  Range  and  Wildwood 
Parks 

Playgrounds  will  be  found  at  Valley  Stream. 
Hempstead  Lake,  Belmont  Lake,  Fire  Island,  Deer 
Range,  Sunken  Meadow  and  W ildwood 

Surf  bathing  at  Fire  Island  and  Hither  Hills 
Fresh  water  bathing  at  Valley  Stream 
Long  Island  Sound  bathing  at  Wildwood,  Sunken 
Meadow  and  Hither  Hills 

Bay  bathing  at  Fire  Island  and  Deer  Range 
Boating  at  Valley  Stream  and  Fire  Island 


Hello  there  ! 
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LONG  ISLAND  STATE  PARK  SYSTEM 


Area 

Distance 

from 

New 

Park 

(acres) 

York 

Attractions 

North  Valley  Stream.  .  .  . 

35 

18 

Picnicking. 

Valley  Stream . . 

71 

18 

Fresh  water  bathing,  picnicking, 
playgrounds,  boating,  concerts. 

Hempstead  Lake . 

819 

21 

Picnicking,  playgrounds,  horse¬ 
back  riding,  hiking,  skating  in 
winter. 

Meadowbrook . . 

423 

24 

Picnicking. 

Jones  Beach . 

.  1,000 

33 

In  process  of  development. 

Wantagh . 

200 

27 

In  process  of  development. 

Massapequa . 

559 

30 

In  process  of  development. 

Belmont  Lake . 

165 

42 

Camping,  picnicking,  playgrounds. 

Fire  Island . 

(Ferry  from  Babylon) 

800 

39 

Surf  bathing,  also  fresh  water  bath¬ 
ing  in  Great  South  Bay,  sailing. 

Deer  Range . 

1 ,469 

50 

Camping,  fresh  water  bathing,  pic¬ 
nicking,  boating,  playgrounds. 

Hither  Hills . 

1,755 

122 

Surf  bathing,  fresh  water  bathing, 
camping,  picnicking. 

Montauk  Point . 

109 

132 

Picnicking,  scenic  drives. 

Sunken  Meadow . 

205 

45 

Fresh  water  bathing.  Camping, 

boating,  picnicking,  play¬ 
grounds. 

W  ildwood . 

386 

73 

Camping,  fresh  water  bathing, 
boating,  picnicking,  play¬ 
grounds. 

Gardiner’s  Point . 

(Accessible  by  boat) 

14 

Picnicking. 
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Splendid  roads  lead  to  Long  Island  State  Parks 


North  Valley  Stream  State  Park 

This  park  is  the  first  of  the  Long  Island  State  parks  on  the  Southern  State 
Parkway  out  of  New  York  City,  and  is  available  for  picnics.  The  park  is  only 
eighteen  miles  from  Columbus  Circle,  New  York  City,  and  attracts  many  persons 
during  spring,  summer  and  fall.  It  is  the  smallest  of  the  Long  Island  State  Parks. 
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Valley  Stream  State  Park 

This  park,  dedicated  by  the  City  of  New  York,  is  located  on  the  Merrick 
Road,  in  the  village  of  Valley  Stream.  It  is  the  first  public  stopping  place  for 
motorists  swinging  east  on  the  Merrick  Road.  This  park  offers  fresh  water 
bathing,  picnicking,  also  boating  and  playground  equipment  for  children. 
The  park  is  plentifully  provided  with  fireplaces,  tables  and  benches  for 
picnicking  parties.  It  has  become  a  favorite  with  ice  skaters  during  the  winter 
season. 


Where  stirrup  and  saddle  reign 
Bridle  path  at  Hempstead  Lake  State  Park 

installed  for  the  amusement  of  the  children, 
on  the  ponds. 


Hempstead  Lake  Park 

Located  on  the  Southern 
State  Parkway,  midway  be- 
tw een  Hempstead  and  Rock- 
ville  Center,  this  park,  dedi¬ 
cated  by  the  City  of  New 
York,  is  reached  from  Rock¬ 
ville  Center,  or  Hempstead, 
by  way  of  North  Village 
avenue. 

For  those  who  find  their 
greatest  enjoyment  in  a  day 
in  the  country,  this  park, 
with  its  three  lakes,  its  broad 
roadways,  woods  and  fields, 
carries  a  particular  appeal. 
Hempstead  Lake  is  one  of 
the  largest  and  most  beauti¬ 
ful  bodies  of  fresh  water  on 
Long  Island.  The  park  is 
a  favorite  with  picnicking 
parties  and  is  well  equipped. 
One  of  the  chief  features  in 
the  park  is  a  seven  mile 
bridle  path,  winding  through 
the  woods  and  along  the 
shores  of  the  lake.  Play¬ 
ground  equipment  has  been 
Ice  skating  in  winter  is  permitted 
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Meadowbrook  State  Park 

This  park,  dedicated  by  the  City  of  New  York, 
is  located  on  the  Merrick  Road  at  Freeport.  Within 
another  year  the  Southern  State  Parkway  will  also 
lead  directly  through  it.  Present  developments  per¬ 
mit  only  picnicking  parties. 

Jones  Beach  State  Park 

Through  the  dedication  by  Hempstead  and  Oyster 
Bay  towns,  a  tract  of  beach  land,  with  a  frontage  of 
approximately  four  miles,  has  been  made  available 
for  State  Park  development.  A  causeway  from  the 
Merrick  Road  at  Wantagh  to  the  Beach,  a  distance 
of  five  miles,  is  in  course  of  construction.  Until  the 
late  fall  of  1928  or  the  spring  of  1929,  this  park  can 
be  reached  only  by  boat,  or  by  ferry  from  the  village 
of  Seaford.  The  causeway  will  be  paved  to  a  width 
of  40  feet  and  necessary  bridges  completed  this  year. 
This  causeway,  which  will  provide  direct  access  to 
the  ocean  front  from  the  Southern  State  Parkway, 
Sunrise  Boulevard  and  Merrick  Road,  makes 
accessible  the  only  extensive  public  ocean  front  area 
on  the  south  shore  of  Long  Island  within  a  reason¬ 
able  distance  of  New  York  City.  The  first  section 
of  an  ocean  boulevard  on  the  beach,  bath  houses 
and  other  facilities,  are  also  under  construction. 

Wantagh  State  Park 
Massapequa  State  Park 

These  parks  are  in  process  of  development. 

Fire  Island  State  Park 

With  its  rugged  sand  dunes  and  wide  sweep  of  surf 
combed  beaches,  this  park  offers  recreation,  rest  and 
the  inspiration  of  the  vast  expanse  of  ocean.  This 
park  is  reached  by  ferry  from  Babylon  or  Bay  Shore. 
Surf  bathing  may  be  enjoyed  on  the  ocean  side  with 
salt  water  swimming  in  the  quieter  waters  on  the 
Great  South  Bay  side  of  the  Island,  the  latter  being 
particularly  suitable  for  children. 


Oh  Boy! 


Surf  fishing  demands 
strength  and  skill 
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Playground  equipment  has  been  installed  and  the  park  is  also  a  great 
favorite  with  picnicking  parties.  There  are  many  fine  camp  sites  available. 
Camping  permits  should  be  secured  in  advance  from  the  Long  Island  State 
Park  Commission.  The  rates  are  $2  per  tent  per  week. 

Belmont  Lake  State  Park 

Belmont  Lake  State  Park,  with  its  quiet  beauty,  and  its  lakes  surrounded  by 
sloping  lawns  and  shaded  picnic  groves,  is  one  of  the  most  popular  recreational 
areas  on  Long  Island.  It  is  located  four  miles  north  of  Babylon  and  can  be 
reached  by  turning  north  from  the  Merrick  Road  on  Deer  Park  avenue  in  Babylon 
and  following  the  park  directional  signs.  The  park  is  well  equipped  with  fire¬ 
places,  tables  and  benches  for  the  accommodation  of  the  many  who  seek  this 
section  for  a  day  s  picnic.  Playground  equipment  has  also  been  installed.  Ice 
skating  has  become  one  of  the  enjoyable  features  of  the  lake  during  the  winter 
months.  The  Administration  Headquarters  of  the  Long  Island  State  Park 
Commission  are  located  here. 


The  serenity  of  a  crystal  lake  —  Belmont  Lake  State  Park 
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Who’s  hungry  ?  Deer  Range  State  Park 

Throughout  the  Long  Island  State  Park  system  attractive 
fireplaces  have  been  erected,  furnishing  facilities  for  many 
picnickers  as  well  as  campers. 

Deer  Range  State  Park 

This  park  was  established  through  the  gen¬ 
erosity  of  August  Heckscher.  It  is  located  on 
Great  South  Bay,  south  of  the  Merrick  Road, 
at  East  Islip.  An  unusual  feature  of  this 
park  is  that  it  abounds  in  deer,  pheasants, 
ducks  and  other  specimens  of  wild  life. 

There  is  a  shelving  beach  on  Great  South 
Bay  which  appeals  to  salt  water  bathers. 

This  park  is  open  to  campers  with 
sites  either  close  to  the  beach, 
or  nestled  back  in  the  woods. 

Camping  permits  must  be  se¬ 
cured  in  advance,  however, 
through  a  written  application 
to  the  Long  Island  State  Park 
Commission  at  Babylon,  L.  I. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $2  per 
week  for  the  use  of  a  tent  site. 

The  Girl  Scouts  of  Islip  have 
a  permanent  camp  at  this  breeze  stiffens  on  Great  South  Bay 

park.  Fireplaces,  tables  and  benches  are  scattered  throughout  the  park  for 
the  use  of  campers  or  picnickers. 
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Weji^Jb/’h^S^atePar’As 


THE  OLD  SALT  RIGS  ’ER  UP  FOR  HIS  YOUNG  FRIEND 
Scenes  such  as  this,  typical  of  Long  Island,  add  much  to  the  picturesque  features 

of  the  region 
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Hither  Hills  State  Park 

This  park  is  located  on  Montauk  peninsula,  fronting  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
and  with  Block  Island  Sound  in  the  rear.  It  is  located  about  three  miles  west 
of  Montauk.  The  park  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  on  Long  Island, 
the  region  resembling  Cape  Cod  in  many  respects. 

A  scenic  drive  leads  to  the  highest  point  of  the  hills,  and  affords  one  a 
superb  view  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  as  well  as  Long  Island  Sound.  Between 
Hither  Hills  and  Montauk  State  Park,  the  road  skirts  the  bluffs  adjacent  to 
the  Atlantic,  with  many  striking  views  of  the  ocean.  Camping  is  permitted  in 
this  park,  both  along  the  ocean  front  and  back  in  the  hills  and  wooded  areas. 
Camping  permits  must  be  secured  in  advance  through  written  application  to 
the  Long  Island  State  Park  Commission  at  Babylon,  L.  I.  A  charge  of  $2  a 
week  is  made  for  the  use  of  a  tent  site. 

Surf  bathing  can  be  enjoyed  at  this  park  as  well  as  on  the  northerly  shore 
in  Napeague  harbor,  where  quieter  waters  prevail.  The  park  is  equipped 
with  facilities  for  picnicking. 

Montauk  Point  State  Park 

This  park,  seven  miles  east  of  Montauk  village,  is  located  on  the  tip  of 
the  Montauk  peninsula,  marking  the  extreme  end  of  Long  Island.  It  was  at 
Montauk  Point  that  the  tired  but  vietorious 
Americans  camped  on  their  return  from  Cuba  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  Spanish- American  War. 

While  all  provisions  have  been  made  in  adding 
to  the  enjoyment  of  picnickers  at  this  park,  camping 
parties  can  not  be  accommodated.  Visitors  are 
required  to  park  cars  in  an  area  provided  by  the 
management. 

Gardiner* s  Point  State  Park 

This  park  of  14  acres,  accessible  only  by  boat, 
is  located  off  Montauk  Point.  In  1898,  the  United 
States  Government  erected  a  fort  on  Gardiner's 
Island,  to  protect  New  York  from  invasion  of  the 
Spanish  fleet.  The  fort  has  been  abandoned  by  the 
government.  The  Long  Island  State  Park  Gommis- 
sion  has  provided  picnic  nooks  in  and  around  the 
old  fort.  Captain  Kidd  is  said  to  have  buried 
much  of  his  booty  on  Gardiner's  Island. 


Rolled  pants  and  rolling 
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Wildwood  State  Park 


Wildwood  State  Park,  on  the  North  Shore  of  Long  Island,  is  a  region 
heavily  wooded  and  has  one  of  the  few  remaining  stands  of  virgin  timber  on 
Long  Island.  Camping  is  permitted  in  this  park  and  permits  should  be  secured 
in  advance  through  written  application  to  the  Long  Island  State  Park  Com- 


Me  and  my  pals 


mission  at  Babylon,  L.  I.  Playground  equipment,  as  well  as  facilities  for  pic¬ 
nic  parties,  will  be  found  throughout  the  park.  There  is  an  excellent  beach 
for  bathing.  The  Girl  Scouts  of  Brooklyn  and  Nassau  county  have  permanent 
camps  in  this  park,  while  Boy  Scout  troops  from  Queens  and  Suffolk  counties 
also  have  summer  camps  in  the  park. 


Sunken  Meadow  State  Park 


A  dip  and  forty  winks  at  Wildwood 

Ion,  L.  I. 
for  picnickers. 


This  park,  with  its  high  up¬ 
lands,  is  on  Route  25  near  Kings 
Park,  in  Suffolk  county.  It  is  a 
favorite  with  both  picnickers  and 
campers,  through  its  location, 
and  the  long  stretch  of  sandy 
beach.  Prospective  campers 
should  secure  the  necessary  per¬ 
mit  in  advance,  through  written 
application  to  the  Long  Island 


State  Park  Commission  at  Baby- 
A  charge  of  $2  per  tent  per  week  is  made.  All  facilities  are  available 
There  is  also  playground  equipment  for  children. 
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Headtfuarters . Brorxxville,  N.Y^ 

Chief  Engineer . Jay  Downer 

WHILE  the  Westchester  County  Park  system  is  essentially  a  county 
program,  by  far  the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  in  the  entire 
State,  the  system  is  included  in  this  guide  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
the  many  parks  and  parkways  in  Westchester  county,  through  their  proximity 
to  New  York  City,  offer  recreation  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  persons  each 
summer.  The  system  was  inaugurated  in  1922,  and  has  developed  rapidly 
until  today  it  affords  many  opportunities  for  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  scenic 
beauties  of  a  region  lying  immediately  north  of  New  York  City.  In  addition 
to  the  waterside  parks,  the  Westchester  County  Park  system  also  includes 
many  attractive  inland  parks  and  forest  areas,  offering  picnicking  places  in 
the  hill  and  lake  region  between  the  Hudson  River  and  Long  Island  Sound. 

The  total  length  of  the  parkways  is  140  miles,  while  park  shore  lines  on 
Hudson  River  and  Long  Island  Sound  aggregate  nine  miles. 

The  magnitude  of  the  Westchester  County  Park  system  is  shown  in  the 
following: 


Waterfront  Parks 

Hudson  River  Acres 

Kingsland  Point  Park .  93 

Croton  Point  Park .  350 

Crugers  Park .  267 

Long  Island  Sound 

Glen  Island  Park .  107 

Rye  Beach  and  Manursing  Island .  214 

Inland  Reservations 

Mohansic  Park .  1,100 

Maple  Moor  Golf  Course .  101 

Saxon  Woods  Park .  820 

Silver  Lake  Park  and  Connections .  427 

Poundridge  Reservation .  3,900 
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Apple  blossom  time  in  Westchester  county 
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Silver  streams  of  health  and  happiness  characterize  Westchester  county 


IS 


Parkways 

Saw  Mill  River  Pk’way  (inc'g  Tibbetts  Brook  P'k  and  Woodlands  P'k)  2 , 268 

Cross  Country  Parkway .  520 

Hutchinson  River  Parkway .  1,104 

Pelham-Port  Chester  Parkway . 250 

Sprain  Brook  Parkway .  900 

Bronx  River  Parkway .  60 

Briarcliff-Peekskill  Parkway  (including  Blue  Mt.  Reservation) .  2,202 

Bronx  River  Parkway  (area  within  Westchester  county) .  1 ,088 

Bronx  Parkway  Extension  from  Kensico  Dam  to  Bear  Mt.  Bridge .  .  900 


HUDSON  RIVER  SHORE 
Kingsland  Point  Park 

This  park  is  located  on  the  Hudson  River  at  North  Tarrytown,  25  miles 
from  New  York  City.  It  embraces  a  bathing  beach  as  well  as  a  modern  bath 
house,  together  with  an  attractive  picnic  grove  suitable  for  a  day's  outing. 
From  this  park  there  are  long  sweeping  views  of  the  Hudson  River. 


Kingsland  Point  Bathhouse 
Almost  any  Sunday  at  Kingsland  Point  Park 
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Summer  days  at  Glen  Island 
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Croton  Point  Park 

Located  on  a  peninsula  jutting  out  into  the  Hudson  River,  this  park  is 
33  miles  from  New  York  City,  and  is  entered  from  the  Albany  Post  Road  at 
Harmon,  two  miles  north  of  Ossining.  Its  long  sandy  bathing  beach,  picnic 
groves  and  parking  spaces  make  it  an  ideal  resort  for  a  day's  outing.  Bungalow 
sites  may  be  rented  on  a  high  level  plateau  overlooking  the  Hudson  River, 
but  site  renters  must  erect  bungalows  at  their  own  expense.  Applications  for 
sites  should  be  made  to  the  Superintendent  in  charge  of  the  park. 

Crugers  Park 

This  park  is  37  miles  from  New  York  City,  and  four  miles  south  of  Peekskill, 
with  an  entrance  from  the  Albany  Post  Road  near  Crugers  Station.  The 
park  has  a  bathing  beach  as  well  as  picnicking  groves.  Tent  platforms  may 
be  rented  by  the  day,  week  or  season  upon  application  to  the  Superintendent 
in  charge. 

LONG  ISLAND  SOUND  SHORE 
Glen  Island 

Glen  Island  affords  salt  water  bathing  with  an  excellent  beach,  as  well 
as  a  shady  picnic  grove.  The  entrance  is  from  Pelham  Shore  Road  at  New 
Rochelle,  and  cars  may  be  parked  on  the  mainland  or  taken  to  the  island  by 
ferry. 

Rye  Beach  and  Manursing  Island 

Rye  Beach  was  famous  as  a  resort  under  private  ownership  but,  along  with 
Manursing  Island,  is  now  included  in  the  Westchester  County  Park  system, 
and  completely  rebuilt.  There  is  about  one  and  one-half  miles  of  beach  and 
shore,  with  modern  bath  house,  boardwalk,  boating,  as  well  as  an  amusement 
park  development  being  opened  this  year.  The  entrance  to  the  park  is  by 
way  of  a  broad  boulevard  from  the  Boston  Post  Road  at  Rye. 

INLAND  PARKS 
Tibbetts  Brook  Park 

Located  in  Yonkers,  immediately  north  of  Van  Cortlandt  Park,  New  York 
City,  this  park  may  be  conveniently  reached  fro.m  Broadway  or  from  Van 
Cortlandt  Park  Avenue,  turning  east  to  Rumsey  Road  or  from  the  Bronx  River 
Parkway,  by  turning  west  on  Yonkers  Avenue  in  Mt.  Vernon.  There  are  free 
parking  and  picnicking  places,  while  the  lake  affords  boating.  In  this  park 
is  the  largest  outdoor  concrete  swimming  pool  in  the  Eastern  States.  There 
are  athletic  fields  and  tennis  courts. 
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Woodlands  Park 

This  is  a  natural  park  area  lying  along  Saw  Mill  River  Road  at  Ardsley. 
It  has  been  equipped  with  outdoor  fireplaces,  tables  and  benches,  as  well  as 
baseball  fields.  It  includes  an  attractive  lake,  while  woodland  trails  lead 
to  a  ridge  from  which  excellent  views  of  the  Hudson  River  are  afforded. 

Silver  Lake  Park 

This  park  is  in  While  Plains  and  includes  more  than  500  acres  surrounding 
Silver  Lake.  It  is  characterized  by  bold,  rugged  scenery,  and  is  equipped 
with  fireplaces  and  rustic  tables  for  picnickers. 


Over-night  trail  shelters  at  Poundridge  Reservation  are  near  springs  of  pure  water 


Blue  Mountain  Reservation 

Lounsbury  Ponds  in  this  reservation  are  reached  from  the  Albany  Post 
Road  in  the  southerly  part  of  Peekskill.  There  is  an  excellent  beach  and  ail 
facilities  have  been  provided  for  picnickers.  There  are  trails  leading  to  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  Blue  Mountain,  affording  long  views  of  the  Hudson  River  and  the 
northern  part  of  Westchester  county.  Spitzenberg  Mountain  affords  views  of 
the  Hudson  from  the  highlands  at  Bear  Mountain  south  to  Hook  Mountain. 

Poundridge  Reservation 

This  is  a  3,900  acre  forest,  located  in  the  northeasterly  part  of  Westchester 
county.  The  Westchester  County  Park  Commission  maintains  a  headquarters 
about  one  mile  east  of  Cross  River  on  the  road  to  Boutonville,  and  will  direct 
persons  to  free  parking  and  picnicking  places  for  a  day’s  outing,  also  to  the  four 
open-side  trail  shelters  for  free  occupancy,  one  night  only,  by  the  same  party. 
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PUBLIC  GOLF  COURSES 
Mohansic  Park 

This  1,100  acre  reservation,  located  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Yorktown 
Heights,  and  seven  miles  east  of  Peekskill,  includes  Mohansic  Lake  and  an 
excellent  eighteen-hole  public  golf  course  and  club  house.  There  are  no  formali¬ 
ties  in  connection  with  using  the  course,  other  than  the  usual  signing  of  the 
register  and  payment  of  one  dollar  per  game  week  days  and  $1.50  on  Sundays 
and  holidays.  The  park  also  includes  a  baseball  field  and  tennis  courts,  while 
along  the  lake  shore  there  are  many  picnicking  places. 


Fore  ” —  Mohansic  Golf  Course 


Maple  Moor 

This  golf  course  is  located  along  the  Mamaroneck  River,  and  with  an  entrance 
from  North  Street,  White  Plains.  It  is  open  to  the  public  with  the  same  fees 
as  Mohansic  Park. 

PARKWAYS 
Bronx  River  Parkway 

The  Bronx  River  Parkway  is  the  most  attractive  motor  route  leading  north¬ 
ward  out  of  New  York  City.  It  is  reached  by  following  the  Grand  Boulevard 
and  Concourse  to  Fordham  Road  and  turning  east  to  the  Botanical  Gardens 
at  Bronx  Park,  from  which  the  parkway  leads  northward.  The  parkway 
may  also  be  reached  by  following  the  Concourse,  turning  east  on  East  233rd 
street  and  then  north  into  the  parkway  at  the  Harlem  Division  railroad  station. 
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This  parkway  follows  the  winding  course  of  the  Bronx  River  for  about 
16  miles.  It  is  flanked  on  both  sides  by  natural  park  lands  and  is  a  most 
attractive  drive.  After  leaving  the  New  York  City  line,  the  parkway  passes 
through  a  number  of  villages,  thence  through  White  Plains  to  its  northerly 
terminus  at  Kensico  Dam,  from  which  point  State  highways  diverge  into  the 
upper  section  of  Westchester  county.  An  extension  of  the  Bronx  River  Park¬ 
way  as  part  of  the  State  park  and  parkway  system  is  projected  from  Kensico 
Dam  by  way  of  Mohansic  Park  to  Peekskill,  where  the  parkway  will  connect 
with  the  approach  to  the  Bear  Mountain  Bridge  and  offering  access  to  the 
Palisades  Interstate  Park.  A  three-mile  section  of  the  parkway  extension  from 
Kensico  Dam  to  Hawthorne  is  under  construction,  as  well  as  a  one  and  one-half 
mile  section  north  of  Peekskill. 


Typical  scene  along  the  Saw  Mill  River  Parkway 


Saw  Mill  River  Parkway 

An  attractive  route  for  motorists  through  Yonkers  and  by-passing  the  con¬ 
gested  business  and  industrial  area  of  the  city  is  afforded  by  a  three-mile  section 
of  the  Saw  Mill  River  Parkway,  which  may  be  reached  by  turning  eastward 
from  Broadway  into  Lawrence  Street  or  McLean  Avenue  immediately  north 
of  the  New  York  City  line.  These  streets  lead  into  Rumsey  Road,  a  broad 
parked  street  leading  northward  and  into  the  parkway,  which  may  be  followed 
for  about  three  miles  to  a  connection  with  the  Saw  Mill  River  Road. 


Hutchinson  River  Parkway 

The  first  two-mile  section  of  the  Hutchinson  River  Parkway  in  the  south¬ 
eastern  portion  of  Westchester  county,  leading  off  the  Boston  Post  Road  at 
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Pelham,  has  been  completed  and  opened.  The  parkway  will  be  completed 
this  year  for  ten  and  one-half  miles  from  the  Boston  Post  Road  in  Pelham  to 
Westchester  Avenue,  main  thoroughfare  between  White  Plains,  Port  Chester 
and  Rye.  In  common  with  the  Bronx  River  Parkway  and  Sawmill  River 
Parkway,  all  grade  crossings  have  been  eliminated  by  overhead  bridges.  When 
completed  the  Hutchinson  River  Parkway  will  form  an  express  route  from  the 
northern  line  of  New  York  City  through  to  Connecticut,  paralleling  the  over¬ 
crowded  Boston  Post  Road.  This  parkway  passes  through,  and  will  open  for 
picnic  use,  the  Saxon  W^oods  Park  of  over  800  acres  near  Mamaroneck 

Philipse  Manor  Hall,  a  seventeenth  century  manor  house,  in  custody  of 
the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  is  located  in  Yonkers, 
and  is  open  to  the  public. 

Westchester  County  s  Park  system  is  unique  in  several  respects,  especially  as 
it  has  been  planned  as  a  whole,  and  on  a  large  scale,  to  meet  the  needs  of 
Westchester  county  s  certain  future  growth  under  conditions  brought  about  by 
the  constantly  increasing  use  of  motor  cars.  The  Westchester  County  Park 
system  has  provided  some  of  the  most  essential  features  of  a  general  develop¬ 
ment  plan  for  the  county.  Broad  gauge  planning  has  been  followed  by  rapidity 
of  execution.  The  park  system  is  also  notable  by  reason  of  the  diversity  of  its 
various  park  projects  which  include  waterfront  parks  and  beaches  along  the 
Hudson  River  and  Long  Islang  Sound,  interior  parks,  reservations,  forest  pre¬ 
serves  and  a  system  of  connecting  parkways,  all  of  which  embrace  a  wide  range 
of  the  topographical  and  scenic  variety,  characteristic  of  Westchester  County. 
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General  Headquarters- — -25  Broadway,  New  York  City 
William  A.  Welch,  Chief  Engineer  and  General  Mgr, 

The  Palisades  Interstate  Park  extends  along  the  west  bank  of  the  Hudson 
River  between  Fort  Lee,  N.  J.,  and  Cornwall-on-the-Hudson,  with 
a  total  river  frontage  of  22  miles,  and  stretches  back  a  distance  of 
20  miles  in  Rockland  and  Orange  counties.  The  park  comprises  about  47,000 
acres,  of  which  1,200  acres  are  in  the  Palisades  section  of  New  Jersey.  There 


six  divisions  with  the  following 

area  and  i 

river 

frontage: 

Palisades  Section . 

o 

o 

acres —  13  miles  river  front 

Blauvelt  Section . 

800 

U 

—  none. 

Hook  Mountain  Section . 

1,000 

u 

—  5  miles  river  front. 

Bear  Mountain  Section . 

1,000 

u 

—  3  miles  river  front. 

Harriman  Section . 

.  42,500 

a 

—  adjoining  Bear  Mt. 

Storm  King  Section . 

700 

u 

—  1  mile  river  front. 

23 


Wew  t>\/rqh 


Palisades  Interstate 
-  Park  - 

MAP  SHOWmS 

Reuativ'e  Location  of  Park 
Areaa  alonc  the  Hudson 
RIVER  valley  8ET1VEEN 
NEW  YORK  CITY  AND 
N  Ew  BURGH 


24 


25 


The  Palisades  Interstate  Park  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  intensively  developed 
preserves  of  its  kind  in  the  United  States.  It  was  visited  last  year  by  more 
than  7,000,000  persons,  while  its  group  camps  accommodated  more  than  60,000. 

The  park  is  accessible  by  motor,  railroad  and  boat.  From  New  York  City 
it  can  be  reached  by  the  Holland  Tunnel  or  ferries  to  New  Jersey,  and  thence 
along  the  shore  line,  or  by  way  of  Westchester  county,  crossing  the  Hudson 
River  over  the  Bear  Mountain  Bridge,  a  short  distance  from  Peekskill.  There 
are  also  ferries  at  other  intermediate  points. 

There  are  also  several  bus  lines  from  points  in  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 
The  park  is  accessible  from  the  east  by  crossing  over  the  Bear  Mountain  Bridge, 


Hazard’s  Beach  with  tent  colony  in  the  background 


from  the  north  by  way  of  the  Storm  King  Highway,  and  from  the  west,  through 
Middletown.  The  West  Shore  railroad  serves  the  Hook  Mountain,  Blauvelt, 
Bear  Mountain  and  Harriman  sections,  while  the  Erie  and  its  branches  serve 
the  western  area  of  the  Harriman  section.  Steamboats  plying  between  New 
York  City  and  Bear  Mountain,  from  May  to  September,  bring  tens  of  thousands 
from  the  metropolis. 

Palisades  Section 

The  Palisades  Section  consists  of  a  strip  thirteen  miles  in  length  with  an 
average  width  of  one-half  mile,  stretching  along  the  Hudson  River  from  about 
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Palisades JRegion 


Green  Brook  Falls  Bridge 


Motor  camp  site  at  Englewood  Cliffs 

a  mile  and  one-half  north  of  the  Edge- 
water  ferry  to  the  New  Jersey-New 
York  line,  opposite  Hastings-on-the- 
Hudson.  The  greater  part  of  the  rec¬ 
reational  use  is  confined  to  a  strip  along 
the  shore,  a  trail  running  near  the 
water’s  edge,  one  of  the  most  popular 
rambles  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York 
City.  Perpendicular  cliffs  rise  from 
50  to  300  feet.  There  are  bathing 
beaches  at  Hazard  Landing,  Bloomers 
Dock,  just  above  Englewood  Landing, 
at  Undercliff  Dock,  one  mile  north, 
and  at  Alpine.  There  are  motor  boat 
basins  and  playgrounds  at  Englewood 
Landing,  Alpine  and  Forest  View. 
North  of  Forest  View,  to  the  State  line, 
the  slope  and  shore,  accessible  only  by 
trail,  are  in  their  natural  state. 

A  large  motor  tourist  camp  is 
located  at  the  top  of  the  Englewood 
incline,  with  water  and  sanitary  facili¬ 
ties,  and  a  commissary  for  supplies. 
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A  charge  of  one  dollar  per  night  is  made.  This  camp  is  within  an  hour  of  down¬ 
town  Manhattan,  and  much  used  each  summer  by  tourists  from  other  states. 

Tent  camping  is  also  permitted  along  the  shorefront  beneath  the  cliffs  south 
of  Forest  View.  Campers  must  provide  their  own  equipment.  A  charge  of 


Queensboro  Brook,  mountain  born, 
where  the  trout  are  ever  alert 


Two  hours  on  a  misty  morning 


one  dollar  a  week  is  made  for  site,  pure 
water,  fuel  and  sanitary  facilities  being 
included.  The  shore  line  beneath  the 
Palisades  is  popular  with  picnickers. 
There  are  motor  parking  spaces  along 
the  Henry  Hudson  Drive.  A  broad 
concrete  highway  runs  along  the  sum¬ 
mit  of  the  Palisades  from  which  there 


are  many  splendid  views  across  the  Hudson  and  into  Westchester  county. 

The  Palisades  Section  was  the  first  unit  of  the  present  Interstate  Park. 
Thirty  years  ago  it  became  apparent  that  the  Palisades  were  being  defaced 
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Palisades  Region 


by  quarrying.  A  movement  was  launched  for  their  preservation,  and  through 
individual  gifts  as  well  as  State  appropriations,  the  first  strip  was  acquired  in 
1900.  During  the  next  ten  years  many  additional  appropriations  and  private 
gifts  brought  large  acquisitions  to  the  section. 

The  Palisades  are  rich  in  points  of  historic  interest.  At  Tappan  occurred 
the  court  martial  and  execution  of  Major  Andre,  the  British  spy  who  dealt 
with  the  traitor  Benedict  Arnold  for  the  delivery  of  West  Point.  On  a  hill 
west  of  Tappan  a  circular  plot,  with  a  cube  of  black  granite,  marks  the  spot 
where  Major  Andre  was  hanged  in  1780.  In  the  town  still  stands  an  old  tavern 


Tourist  camp  at  Queensboro  Lake 
Where  the  latch  string  is  out 


where  Andre  was  kept  prisoner,  and  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  where  the  court  martial  of 
general  officers  was  held.  On  the  shore  of  the 
Hudson  near  Haverstraw  is  “Andre’s  Landing,”  where  the  British  spy  came 
ashore  from  the  Vulture,  anchored  off  Croton  Point,  to  confer  in  a  grove,  with 
Benedict  Arnold.  At  dawn,  they  sought  hiding  in  the  Joshua  Hett  Smith  house, 
known  as  “  The  Treason  House,”  a  few  miles  to  the  north,  and  which  is  still 
standing  and  may  be  visited  by  the  public. 
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Stony  Point  is  associated  with  one  of  the  most  stirring  events  of  the  American 
Revolution.  North  of  the  village  and  on  the  shore  of  the  Hudson  River,  is 
a  State  reservation  in  the  custody  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preser¬ 
vation  Society  serving  as  a  memorial  to  the  recapture  of  the  fort  on  Stony 
Point  by  “Mad  Anthony”  Wayne,  one  July  night  in  1779.  Stony  Point 
Reservation  is  visited  by  more  than  50,000  persons  each  year. 

Blauvelt  Section 

The  Blauvelt  Section,  formerly  a  State  rifle  range,  includes  a  large  main 
building  and  other  structures  together  with  the  target  fields.  It  was  trans¬ 
ferred  in  1913  to  the  Interstate  Park,  and  is  used  for  camping  and  forestry 
work.  It  is  accessible  from  Nyack,  turning  off  Highland  Avenue,  and  crossing 
the  mountain,  or  from  Route  9  W  by  a  secondary  road,  from  Sparkill  to  Blauvelt 
and  West  Nyack,  or  from  the  west  via  the  Suffern-Nyack  Road  and  south  to 
Blauvelt.  The  tract  of  about  800  acres  extends  from  the  top  of  Hook  Mountain, 
back  of  Grandview  and  Nyack,  toward  the  West  Shore  railroad. 

Hook  Mountain  Section 

The  Hook  Mountain  Section  extends  for  five  miles  along  the  steep  cliffs 
and  slopes  of  the  Verdreitege  Hook,  rising  to  over  700  feet  above  the  Hudson, 
from  Upper  Nyack  to  Snediker's  Landing  and  with  an  extension  west  to  a 
frontage  on  Rockland  Lake.  This  section  was  acquired  in  1916  to  prevent 
further  defacement  of  the  cliffs  by  quarrying. 

Its  recreational  develop¬ 
ments  center  on  the  plateaus 
of  abandoned  quarries  along 
the  r iver  f ront .  Much  work 
has  been  done  here  during 
the  past  year  in  providing 
playgrounds,  athletic  fields, 
docks,  a  cafeteria,  bath 
houses  and  pavilions.  The 
section  is  accessible  over 
Route  9  W  from  Rockland 
Lake  village.  Camping  is 
permitted.  Camping  per¬ 
mits  may  be  obtained  from 
the  assistant  superintendent 
at  headquarters  near  Rockland  Lake  village,  or  from  park  headquarters  at  either 
New  York  City  or  Bear  Mountain. 
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Mountain  laurel  borders  Seven  Lakes  Drive  and  many  other  roads  in  the  Park 


Minisceongo  Creek  Falls,  cascading  over  ledges,  give  a  welcome  to  Harriman  Park 
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Bear  Mountain  Park 

Bear  Mountain  is  the  center  of  administration  of  the  New  York  State 
divisions  of  the  Interstate  Park,  and  the  scene  of  its  most  intensive  recreational 
use.  It  is  forty  miles  north  of  New  York  City  and  is  reached  by  Route  9  W 
from  the  south,  Route  17  from  northern  New  Jersey,  Route  9  W  and  the  Storm 
King  Highway  from  the  north,  and  by  way  of  Bear  Mountain  Bridge  and  U.  S.  6 
from  the  east.  River  steamers  and  the  West  Shore  railroad  also  serve  the  park. 

Bear  Mountain  attracts  millions  each  year.  While  the  summer  months 
witness  the  largest  crowds,  winter  sports  have  become  an  important  feature 
during  the  past  few  years  with  skating,  toboganning,  snowshoeing  and  skiing 
holding  the  center  of  interest. 

Bear  Mountain  Inn,  open  throughout  the  year,  includes  a  restaurant,  as 
well  as  a  cafeteria,  the  latter  being  open  during  the  summer  season.  From 
the  kitchens  of  the  Inn,  hot  meals  are  distributed  three  times  a  day  during 
the  camping  season  in  automobiles  with  large  heat  retaining  containers,  to 
many  of  the  group  camps  in  the  interior  of  the  park.  The  majority  of  these 
camps  are  accessible  by  service  roads ;  others  receive  the  food  by  boat  distribution. 

Rooms  at  the  Inn  are  available  from  October  to  May,  through  reservation 
made  at  the  New  York  City  office.  Hessian  Lake,  near  the  Inn,  is  surrounded 
with  picnic  groves  and  other  facilities  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  day’s  outing.  The 
new  ice  skating  rink,  used  in  the  summer  for  large  gatherings,  is  on  the  shores 
of  this  lake.  No  over  night  camping  is  permitted  at  Bear  Mountain. 

Near  the  Inn,  in  a  rocky,  wooded  area,  is  a  large  swimming  pool  with  a 
Zoological  preserve  a  short  distance  away,  and  containing  animals  now,  or 
originally,  native  to  the  Hudson  Highlands. 

The  remainder  of  this  area  is  one  of  the  novel  institutions  of  the  park  — 
an  outdoor  museum,  the  center  of  which  is  a  building  constructed  of  glacial 
boulders.  Through  the  area  run  trails  passing  marked  exhibits  of  the  natural 
history  of  the  park,  covering  botany,  zoology  and  geology,  the  ramparts  of 
old  Fort  Clinton,  with  military  maps  on  metal  presenting  the  sequence  of 
events  from  the  earliest  navigation  of  the  Hudson  to  the  stirring  days  of  the 
Revolution,  including  the  assault  and  capture  of  Forts  Clinton  and  Montgomery 
in  1777. 

There  is  a  fleet  of  more  than  forty  large  motorbuses  at  Bear  Mountain  Park. 
These  are  used  for  sightseeing  tours  or  for  the  transportation  of  campers  in  and 
out  of  the  park. 

Adjoining  the  Inn  is  a  twenty-five  acre  playground,  containing  a  number 
of  baseball  diamonds,  tennis  courts  and  other  athletic  features.  On  the  slope 
of  Bear  Mountain  is  a  ski  jump,  scene  of  championship  tournaments  during 
the  winter  season. 
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Bear  Mountain  Inn,  wistaria  clad,  Mecca  of  tens  of  thousands 


Nature  framed — Hessian  Lake  in  the  foreground,  the  Hudson  in  the  background 
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Remains  of  Queensboro  furnace  Bear  Mountain  bridge  spans  the  Hudson 

making  the  Park  accessible  from  the  east  Museum  at  Bear  Mountain  Park 
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Harriman  State  Park 

Harriman  State  Park,  the  largest  unit  in  the  Palisades  Interstate  Park, 
consists  of  over  42,000  acres  adjoining  and  lying  west  of  Bear  Mountain  and 
is  a  region  of  wooded  hills,  with  many  lakes  and  tumbling  streams.  It 
extends  twenty  miles  southwest  of  Bear  Mountain  and  has  a  width  of  about 
eight  miles.  The  State  has  already  acquired  the  greater  part  of  the  area, 
but  there  are  still  a  few  mountain  hamlets  and  privately  owned  farms.  Its 
acquisition  began  in  1910  through  individual  gifts  and  State  appropriations, 
the  park  being  named  after  the  late  Edward  H.  Harriman,  whose  widow  gave 
ten  thousand  acres  of  land  and  one  million  dollars  toward  it. 

The  park  is  the  wildest  and  most  rugged  region  near  a  metropolitan  area 
anywhere  in  eastern  United  States.  Its  southern  boundary  is  but  thirty  miles 
from  New  York  City,  with  the  skyscrapers  visible  on  a  clear  day,  and  yet  the 
park  is  a  wilderness  in  which  deer,  beaver  and  other  game  are  common. 

There  are  twenty  lakes  in  the  park.  During  the  past  fifteen  years,  more 
than  100  group  camps  have  been  built  around  a  number  of  these  lakes.  Many 
of  the  group  camps  are  so  surrounded  by  woods  as  to  be  scarcely  visible  from  the 
road,  with  perhaps  a  plume  of  smoke  rising,  or  the  flag  flying  in  the  breeze, 
the  only  sign  of  habitation.  Over  60,000  persons  find  enjoyment  each  summer 
at  these  group  camps.  There  is  a  wide  variety  of  organizations  using  these 
camps,  including  philanthropic,  charitable,  fraternal  and  social  groups;  industrial, 
financial  and  educational  institutions,  as  well  as  a  number  of  walking  clubs. 
The  biggest  Boy  Scout  encampment  in  the  world  is  housed  here  each  summer. 
Six  lakes  are  devoted  to  girls  alone,  in  a  section  set  aside  exclusively  for  their  use. 

These  group  camps  have  grown  from  a  single  unit  in 
1913  to  their  present  number.  Responsible  and  desirable 
organizations,  seeking  camps,  are  not  required  to  pay  the 
entire  cost  of  construction,  the  park  erecting  the 
structures  from  standardized  plans,  and  then  turn-4 
ing  over  the  buildings  to  the  organization  for  M 
an  annual  maintenance  charge  fixed  to  amor-  - 


tize  the  principal  in  eight  years  and 
also  to  cover  overhead. 

Lakes  devoted  to  camping  are 
accessible  by  the  main  motor  artery, 
the  Seven  Lakes  Drive  and  by  sec¬ 
ondary  routes,  while  camping  is 
permitted  on  Queensboro  Lake,  not 
open  to  swimming,  and  on  Lake  Tiorati,  where  bathing  is  permitted.  Motor 
tourists  must  bring  their  own  equipment.  Tent  space  rents  at  the  rate  of  one 


Bear  Mountain  Park  has  become  popular  during  the  last  year  or  so  for  its  winter 
sports  and  even  Bre’r  Fox  ventures  down  from  the  mountain  ridges 
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A  page  of  activity.  The  biggest  Boy  Scout  encampment  in  the  world  is 
at  Harriman  Park.  There  are  also  many  camps  exclusively  for  girls 
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Two  types  of  cabins,  the  standard  double  decher,  and  the  standard  sleeping 
cabin  have  been  adopted  by  the  park  management 

Lake  Sebago  (center)  with  its  forest  clad  slopes  is  one  of  the  many  beautiful 

lakes  in  the  Park 
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dollar  for  two  nights,  but  permits  for  camping  are  necessary  and  must  be 
secured  at  either  the  New  York  City  or  the  Bear  Mountain  office. 

There  are  a  dozen  motor  camp  grounds  along  park  highways,  at  several 
of  the  lakes  and  at  other  points,  free  for  one  day,  and  a  charge  of  one  dollar 
a  day  thereafter.  Park  policemen  are  in  charge  of  each  and  will  direct  motor 
campers  to  locations.  Sanitation  is  provided.  Campers  planning  to  remain 
for  a  long  period  may  build  tent  platforms.  Food  supplies  are  available  at 
a  number  of  places. 

Fishing  is  permitted  in  the  majority  of  lakes  and  streams.  New  York  State 
conservation  laws  governing.  Pickerel,  perch  and  bass  are  to  be  found  in 


Carved  from  the  cliffs  Storm  King  Highway  enters  the  Park  from  the  north 


nearly  all  lakes,  while  Popolopen  Creek,  Queensboro,  Lake  Tiorati  and  Stony 
Brooks  offer  trout  fishing.  Park  officers  will  inform  fishermen  as  to  what 
lakes  and  streams  are  open.  No  hunting  is  permitted  in  the  park. 

The  picking  of  flowers  and  flowering  shrubs  is  not  permitted. 

Harriman  Park  possesses  some  of  the  finest  hiking  trails  in  all  New  York 
State.  Built  on  the  skyline  principle,  over  the  ridges,  they  afford  magnificent 
views  of  the  region.  These  trails  are  well  marked  and  hikers  can  secure  free 
trail  maps  at  park  headquarters.  Some  of  these  trails  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  miles  long,  running  lengthwise  of  Harriman  Park,  while  others  are  for  much 
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shorter  distances.  Trail  shelters  of  glacial  boulders  with  an  outside  fireplace  and 
two  beneath  roof,  for  inclement  weather,  have  been  erected  at  many  places. 

Nature  study  has  been  well  organized  for  several  years.  There  is  a  staff 
of  nature  councillors,  who  have  charge  of  regional  museums  at  the  various 
camping  lakes  and  who  direct  and  standardize  the  nature  work  of  the  camps. 
The  lessons  in  appreciation  and  conservation  of  nature  given  each  summer 
to  60,000  or  more  persons,  are  of  great  value. 

There  are  many  interesting  trips  from  any  of  the  motor  camp  sites.  Stony 
Point  Battlefield,  Greenwood  Lake,  the  old  iron  furnaces  where  the  chains 
that  closed  the  Hudson  during  the  Revolution  were  forged;  Camp  Smith  at 
Peekskill;  West  Point  Military  Academy,  Washington’s  Headquarters 
at  Newburgh,  all  are  well  worth  a  visit.  Knox  Headquarters,  where  General 
Knox  made  his  headquarters  during  a  part  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  is  near 
Newburgh,  while  Temple  Hill  near  Newburgh  has  a  monument  marking  the 
site  of  Continental  army  camps  in  1782-83. 

Storm  King  Section 

This  section  north  of  Bear  Mountain  was  donated  by  Dr.  E.  G.  Stillman 
and  lies  between  the  river  edge  and  the  mountain  tops.  It  serves  chiefly  as 
a  protection  for  the  scenic  surroundings  of  Storm  King  Highway.  The  park 
is  kept  in  a  natural  state,  and  there  are  but  a  few  parking  and  picnicking  places 
for  tourists.  Back  of  the  Storm  King  Section  there  is  a  privately  owned  tract 
of  3,000  acres,  of  rugged  woodland  and  lakes  and  including  Spy  Rock,  from 
which  Washington's  sentinels  watched  the  British  vessels  in  Haverstraw  Bay. 
This  preserve  owned  by  Dr.  Stillman,  though  private,  is  open  to  hikers. 


Washington’s  headquarters  at  Newburgh 


40 


Catslcx/I  JSeffXo/P 


CoTxservatioix  Oeparfmcnf . Albany f  N,  Y. 


The  CATSKILL  mountains  differ  from  the  Adirondacks  in  that 
there  is  an  almost  total  absence  of  natural  lakes,  and  there  are  com¬ 
paratively  few  streams  of  large  size,  with  the  result  that  few  public 
camp  sites  are  available.  The  chief  enjoyment  of  the  region  within  which 
the  State  owns  160,000  acres  of  forest  land  is  in  its  magnificent  scenery.  Slide 
Mountain,  the  highest  point  in  the  Catskills,  has  an  elevation  of  4,204  feet 
and  is  surrounded  by  several  lesser  peaks.  There  are  many  rocky  glens  and 
gorges,  deep  cool  valleys  and  forested  mountain  slopes  that  will  well  repay 
the  visitor  for  a  day  or  a  week  spent  in  a  region  where  the  tales  of  Washington 


Irving  still  haunt  many  of  the  hamlets.  Snuggling  Dutch  villages,  dating 
back  to  colonial  days,  with  their  fine  examples  of  early  colonial  architecture, 
serve  to  remind  the  visitor  of  the  days  of  lavender  and  old  lace. 

It  was  at  Newburgh  that  Washington  made  his  headquarters  in  1782-1783. 
The  house  is  still  standing  and  in  the  museum  close  by  are  many  autographed 
letters  of  Washington,  as  well  as  other  relics  dating  back 
to  the  Revolution. 

It  was  at  Kingston,  situated  on  the  fringe  of  the  Cats- 
kill  Mountain  region,  that  the  first  New  York  State  Legis¬ 
lature  met  in  1777,  dispersing,  however,  on  the  approach 
of  the  British  under  General  Vaughn,  who  entered  the  town 
in  October  and  burned  the  greater  portion.  George  Clin¬ 
ton,  first  Governor  of  New  York  State,  was  inaugurated  at 
Kingston,  then  capital  of  the  State. 

The  Catskills  are  accessible  from  all  sides,  and  in  the 
main  are  threaded  by  excellent  highways.  Dirt  roads  will 
be  found  in  sections,  but  these  are  in  good  condition  and 
in  many  instances  lead  to  regions  that  will  amply  repay  the 
motorist  for  a  few  hours  spent  off  the  beaten  highway. 

The  New  York  State  Conservation  Department,  at 
Albany,  furnishes  free  pamphlets  containing  detailed  infor¬ 
mation  of  highway  routes  through  the  Catskills,  as  well  as 
trails  leading  to  mountain  tops  and  look-out  points. 

Proceeding  north  from  the  Palisades  Interstate  Park, 
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Hancock 


Nejrlbj^JcS^atePar’jks- 


42 


Here’ s  action  for  you  —  a  common  sight  on  many  Catskill  streams 
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Right  under  that  flat  rock  old  King  Trout  lies  waiting 
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over  U.  S.  Route  9  W,  brings  one  to  Newburgh,  with  many  of  its  dwellings 
reminiscent  of  old  Dutch  days.  One  may  swing  into  the  Catskills  from  here  by 
way  of  Middletown  over  Route  8,  thence  through  Wurtsboro,  Route  17,  on  to 
Ellenville,  Napanoch,  U.  S.  Route  6  N,  and  thence  to  Grahamsville,  and  into 
the  southern  Catskills,  incidentally  one  of  the  best  trout  fishing  regions  of  New 
York  State.  Here  are  the  Neversink,  Willowemoc,  and  the  Beaverkill,  known 
to  fishermen  throughout  the  east. 

In  June  many  slopes  are  resplendent  with  mountain  laurel,  this  being 
particularly  true  along  the  dirt  roads  that  plunge  deeper  into  the  recesses  of 
the  mountains.  By  way  of  Grahamsville,  one  must  make  his  way  over  dirt 
roads  if  he  would  penetrate  farther  into  the  fastness  of  Rip  Van  Winkle  and 
his  kin. 

Dirt  roads  follow  the  Neversink  to  Winnisook  Lake,  where  a  trail  leads 
over  the  highest  range  in  the  entire  Catskills,  including  Slide  Mountain.  Here 
the  car  may  be  left  at  the  lake,  and  a  hike  taken  over  good  trails  and  easy 
grades  to  the  top  of  its  highest  peak,  with  its  wonderful  panorama  of  far- 
stretching  region.  There  is  an  open  camp  at  the  top  of  Slide  Mountain. 

Swinging  along  through  the  hills  and  vales,  one  reaches  Big  Indian,  again 
striking  the  main  State  highway  running  from  Kingston  to  Oneonta. 

If  one  enters  from  Kingston,  tarry  awhile  in  that  town  and  visit  the  old 
Senate  House  and  the  churchyard  with  its  stones  from  which  Time  has  almost 
effaced  the  names  of  those  whose  graves  they  mark. 

Leaving  Kingston,  one  may  take  Route  19  through  the  mountains  to 
Margaretville,  an  interesting  little  mountain  town,  and  then  on  to  Oneonta 
over  Route  64.  This  takes  one  past  the  Ashokan  reservoir,  which  supplies 
New  York  City  with  a  portion  of  its  water,  and  which  has  a  shore  line  of  forty 
miles,  furnishing  250,000,000  gallons  of  water  a  day  to  the  metropolis.  From 
here  one  can  obtain  a  magnificent  view  of  many  of  the  high  peaks  of  the 
Catskills. 

One  mile  east  from  Phoenicia,  there  is  a  trail  leading  to  Mount  Tremper, 
with  its  forest  fire  observation  station  open  to  the  public.  It  is  a  stiff  climb, 
but  one  worth  while.  One  mile  west  of  Phoenicia,  there  is  a  good  dirt  road 
turning  south  into  Woodland  valley.  Six  miles  farther  along  this  road  is  an 
open  camp  and  a  public  camp  site  with  fishing  in  the  nearby  region. 

Returning  from  the  open  camp  to  the  main  State  road,  the  motorist  can 
proceed  on  to  Allaben,  where  the  Shandaken  tunnel  empties  from  the 
Gilboa  reservoir  into  the  Esopus.  This  nineteen-mile  tunnel  carries  another 
250,000,000  gallons  of  water  a  day  in  augmenting  the  metropolitan  supply. 

From  Allaben,  one  may  go  to  Big  Indian,  thence  on  to  Margaretville,  and 
on  to  Oneonta,  via  Delhi,  or  if  desired,  swing  north  over  Route  19,  through 
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WejrlbrkSidiePdjrks- 


The  chatter  of  the  squirrel — the  chipmunk  scurries  to  cover  —  silence 

Rip  Van  Winkle  sleeps 
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CatsJki//  Seffio/i, 


Haines  Falls— 

a  Catskill  beauty  spot 


Over  lichen  decked 
boulders- — a  typical 
Catskill  stream 
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Roxbury,  one  time  home  of  the  late  John  Burroughs,  and  on  to  Grand  Gorge 
and  Stamford,  and  thence  into  Oneonta,  through  country  of  magnificent 
scenery. 

Or  another  route  swings  north  from  Phoenicia,  over  macadam  road,  passing 
through  Stony  Clove  to  Hunter,  the  center  of  the  northern  Catskill  region. 

Seven  miles  north  from  Phoenicia 
is  a  public  camp  site  known  as 
the  Devil’s  Tombstone. 

From  Hunter  or  from  Tanners- 
ville,  one  may  drive  east  to  Cats¬ 
kill  Village,  over  Route  23A,  passing 
through  Kaaterskill  Clove,  a  moun¬ 
tain  notch,  and  where  some  of  the 
finest  scenery  of  the  entire  Catskill 
region  will  be  found. 

From  Hunter,  one  may  travel 
north  to  East  Windham,  where 
the  road  winds  over  the  top  of  a 
mountain.  Route  23  goes  through 
Cairo  to  Catskill  village. 

Another  point  of  entry  is  from 
Catskill  village. 

Trout  fishermen  will  be  inter¬ 
ested  most  in  the  Beaverkill  region. 
One  may  enter  from  Newburgh, 
via  Middletown,  over  Route  8,  to 
Wurtsboro,  then  through  Monti- 
cello  and  Liberty  to  Livingston 
Manor,  over  Route  17,  taking  a  dirt 
road  two  miles  beyond  Livingston 
Manor,  then  north  six  miles  to  a 
public  camp  site.  From  Bingham¬ 
ton  take  Route  17  via  Hancock, 
East  Branch  and  Roscoe. 

The  Beaverkill  is  posted  over 
practically  its  entire  length,  but 
Between  flower  studded  banks.  High  Falls  ^he  State  OWnS  the  waters  of  this 
tumbles  on  its  way  rejoicing  stream  for  one  and  one-quarter 

miles.  There  is  a  public  camp  site  at  Beaverkill  postoffice.  It  has  ten  fire¬ 
places  and  will  accommodate  about  seventy-five  persons. 
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The  Old  Senate  House  at  Kingston  —  Built  in  1676 

The  first  Capital  of  New  York  State^  the  Senate  meeting  here  in  1777 
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John  Boyd  Thacher  Park 

In  custody  of  the  American  and  Scenic  Historical  Preservation  Society,  fifteen 
miles  from  Albany,  contains  about  900  acres,  with  many  interesting  trails 
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Taco/iic  Heg/o/p 


Headquarters . Poughkeepsie,  N»  Y. 

Engineer-in-charge . Paul  T-  Winslow 


This  park,  with  an  area  of  4,000  acres,  located  in  Dutchess  and  Columbia 
counties,  is  the  New  York  State  unit  of  a  proposed  tri-state  park,  which 
will  include,  eventually,  a  Massachusetts  and  a  Connecticut  section. 
This  park  is  103  miles  from  New  York  City  —  State  Route  22. 

50  miles  from  Poughkeepsie  —  State  Routes  21  and  22. 

45  miles  from  Albany  —  U.  S.  Route  9E  and  State  Route  22. 

36  miles  from  Pittsfield  —  Mass.  Rts.  7  and  17;  N.  Y.  Rt.  22. 

45  miles  from  Hartford  —  Conn.  Rts.  17  and  7 ;  N.  Y.  Rt.  22. 

The  main  New  York  State  entrance  to  the  park  is  at  Copake  Falls. 
Taconic  State  Park  possesses  excellent  camping  facilities  at  both  Copake 
Falls,  where  200  persons  can  be  accommodated,  and  at  Rudd  Pond,  with 
accommodations  for  at  least  100.  The  camp  sites  are  well  located  on  Bash 
Bish  Creek,  Cedar  Brook,  Ore  Pit  Lake  and  Rudd  Pond. 

The  park  management  has  tents  sufficient  for  more  than  100  campers. 

All  tents  are  floored  and  a  charge  of  25 
cents  a  day  is  made  for  their  use. 

Camp  sites  are  equipped  with  stone 
fireplaces  and  with  plenty  of  free  fire 
wood.  Spring  water  has  been  piped  to 
the  camps  at  Copake  Falls.  Milk  and 
provisions  are  sold  at  Copake  Falls  vil¬ 
lage,  one  mile  distant  from  Bash  Bish 
Creek,  Cedar  Brook  and  Ore  Pit  Lake, 
and  at  Millerton,  one  and  one-half  miles 

from  Rudd 
Pond,  which 
is  located  in 
another  sec¬ 
tion  of  the 
park. 

Entering 
the  park,  the 
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Wefrib/rkS^atePar-^- 


Map  showing  location  of  TACONIC  STATE  PARK  with  approaching  highways 
from  the  larger  cities  of  the  region 
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Taconic  I^egf/o/p 


A  leaf  strewn  road  ever  beckoning,  typical  of  Taconic  Park 


prospective  camper  should  locate  the  superintendent  or  caretaker  at  Park  Head¬ 
quarters,  Copake  Falls,  who  will  assign  a  camp  site  and  explain  the  park  rules. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $2  a  week  for  a  camping  permit.  Parties  desirous 
of  making  camp  site  reservations  in  advance,  should  write  the  Taconic  State 
Park  Commission,  25  Market  Street,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

There  are  two  family  camps  at  Copake  Falls,  which  are,  rented  at  a  cost 
of  $4  a  day  each.  These  are  wooden  structures,  with  several  rooms  and  bath. 
While  no  shelter  camps  are  available  in  case  of  inclement  weather,  there  is  a 
large  community  building  in  the  park,  accommodating  fifty  or  more  persons. 

Picnic  grounds  with  tables  are  found  in  many  places  throughout  the  park. 
Special  playgrounds  have  been  constructed  for  the  children.  Bathing  can  be 


Listening  to  the  drum  of  the  partridge  in  the  distance 
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Brushing  the  dainty  maidenhair.  Bash  Bish  Falls  splashes  a  cheery  welcome 


enjoyed  at  Ore  Pit  Lake,  Rudd  Pond  and  Bash  Bish  stream.  Hunting  is 
permitted  in  accordance  with  the  state  conservation  laws,  which  also  govern 
all  fishing.  Persons  unacquainted  with  the  conservation  laws  should  seek 
information  from  the  superintendent. 

Fishermen  will  find  trout,  bass  and  pickerel  in  a  number  of  the  streams 
and  ponds. 

For  the  hiker  Taconic  Park  affords  many  interesting  tramps,  including 
Bash  Bish  Falls,  a  mile  from  park  headquarters;  Sunset  Rock,  two  miles; 
Shaver  Mountain,  four  miles;  Man’s  Face,  one  and  one-half  miles,  and  Brace 
Mountain,  three  and  one-half  miles,  which  has  an  altitude  of  2,340  feet,  the 
highest  point  in  the  entire  Taconic  range,  and  from  which  three  states  stretch 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  see.  On  the  way  up  Brace  Mountain,  a  marker  has  been 
placed  denoting  the  intersection  of  New  York,  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut. 

There  are  any  number  of  short  motor  trips  which  the  camper  can  enjoy 
in  whiling  away  an  afternoon  or  a  day.  Copake  Lake  is  but  eight  miles  distant. 
The  beautiful  Berkshires  are  easily  reached,  through  picturesque  Lee,  Lenox, 
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Good  trout  water  —  Bash  Bish  —  Taconic  Park 
Why  not  try  a  brown  hackle  on  this  one  ? 


Stockbridge  and  Great  Bar¬ 
rington,  where  large  estates 
run  far  back  from  the  main 
highway.  Albany  is  but  45 
miles  distant  with  its  State 
Capitol,  State  Museum  and 
many  other  interesting  build¬ 
ings  including  Schuyler 
Mansion  built  in  1761, 
the  home  of  General  Philip 
Schuyler,  while  across  the 
river  in  Rensselaer  is  old 
Fort  Cralo,  where  “Yankee 
Doodle”  was  written. 

Taconic  State  Park  gets 
its  name  from  the  Taconic 
range  which  adjoin  the  Berk- 
shires.  The  park  was  opened 
in  1927,  by  which  time  areas 
had  been  cleared  for  camp 
sites ;  tables  and  benches  had 
been  provided,  and  twelve 
miles  of  trails  leading  over  the 
mountains  had  been  cleared 
and  opened.  Considerable 
has  been  done  in  road  work 
on  approaches  to  Bash  Bish 
Falls,  and  the  main  road  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  Falls  is  about  to  be 
reconstructed  as  a  state  and 
county  highway. 

Ultimate  development 
will  result  in  an  eastern  New 
York  parkway,  running  from 
Bear  Mountain  State  Park¬ 
way  in  Westchester,  north 
through  Putnam,  Dutchess 
and  Columbia  counties,  mid¬ 
way  between  the  Hudson 
River  and  the  boundary  of 
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the  New  England  states,  which  will  become  one  of  the  finest  scenic  routes  in 
the  east. 

At  least  three  pairs  of  eagles  have  made  their  nests  for  several  years  in  the 
wildest  sections  of  Taconic  State  Park,  far  back  from  the  beaten  track  of 
mankind.  The  nests  were  located  several  years  ago  and  each  spring  the  birds 
may  be  seen  bearing  branches  and  building  up  the  nests  in  which  the  young 


high  in  the  clouds  or  perhaps  winging  their  way  over 
the  wooded  areas  toward  their  nests.  Taconic  Park 
is  one  of  the  few  places  in  New  York  State  where 
eagles  breed  year  after  year. 

The  park  management  is  doing  much  to  further 
encourage  bird  life  in  this  large  area.  Many  bird 
houses  have  been  attached  to  the  trees  and  the  feed¬ 
ing  of  birds,  particularly  through  the  winter  season, 
is  a  part  of  the  park  routine. 

A  motor  trip  from  the  Park  may  include  a  vist 
to  the  Clinton  House,  Poughkeepsie,  one  time 
home  of  Governor  Clinton,  and  a  fine  example  of 
early  Dutch  Colonial  architecture. 


56 


Ad/rondacAJ^eff/o/i 


Conservation  Department . Albany,  N,  Y* 

PLAYGROUND  of  hundreds  of  thousands,  attracting  in  winter  as  well  as 
in  summer,  the  Adirondack  Park  with  its  2,000,000  acres,  its  mountains, 
streams  and  lakes,  webbed  with  a  splendid  system  of  highways,  is  the 
largest  Forest  Preserve  in  the  United  States,  with  but  a  single  exception.  Not 
only  do  the  Adirondacks  afford  a  wealth  of  unsurpassed  scenery,  but  the  region 
is  accessible  by  both  automobile  and  railroad  from  a  dozen  or  more  points. 

It  is  a  land  of  mountains,  with  towering  pine  and  spruce;  of  crystal  lakes, 
of  splashing  streams,  peaceful  valleys  and  hamlets,  world  known  resorts, 
winding  mountain  trails,  camp  fires  —  a  land  filled  with  the  fragrance  of  a 
balsam  forest  that  stretches  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 

Camping  is  free  in  the  Forest  Preserve.  At  the  State  public  camp  sites, 
all  of  which  are  marked  by  signs,  camping  permits  must  be  obtained  from  the 
forest  ranger  in  charge. 


An  Adirondack  rock-a-bye-bahy 


57 


Page 

3-12 

13-22 

23-40 

41-50 

51-56 

57-74 


1  —  Long  Island  region  -  • 

2  —  Westchester  region  -  ■ 

3  —  Palisades  region-  -  -  ■ 

4  —  Catskill  region  -  -  • 

5  —  Taconic  region  -  -  -  • 

6  —  Adirondack  region  -  - 

7  —  Central  New  York  region  -  75-82 

8  —  Finger  Lakes  region  -  -  83-94 

9  —  Letchworth  region  -  -  -  95-102 

10  —  Allegany  region  -  -  -  -  103-108 

11  —  Niagara  region  -  -  -  -  109-115 

E  0  A- 


BNNSYLVANIA 


Showing 
as  welt 
lines 
highw 


lal  park  districts 
me  of  the  trunk 
w  York  State’s 
\em 


58 


Outside  of  the  public  camp  sites,  no  permit  is  required  for  a  stay  of  three  days 
or  less  in  one  place.  Persons  planning  to  camp  at  the  same  place  for  more  than 
three  days  should  obtain  a  permit  from  the  forest  ranger. 

Tents  are  the  only  struc¬ 
tures  permitted  at  State 
camp  sites.  Persons  plan¬ 
ning  a  camping  trip  into  the 
Adirondacks  and  desiring 
detailed  information  should 
write  the  State  Conserva¬ 
tion  Department  at  Albany, 

N.  Y.,  for  free  circulars, 
including  the  "  Public  Use 
of  the  Forest  Preserve,” 

“Adirondack  Highways,” 

“Adirondack  Cano? Trips,” 

“Lake  George,”  “St.  Law¬ 
rence  Reservation,  Trails  They’re  off  at  Saratoga  in  August 

to  Mt.  Marcy,”  as  well  as 

a  map  of  the  Adirondacks.  Adirondack  valleys  have  long  been  routes  of  travel, 
pathways  of  primitive  armies,  blazed  trails  of  early  pioneers,  and  routes  of  extend¬ 
ing  commerce.  The  early  history  of  the  United  States  is  interwoven  with  the 
Adirondack  region.  Today  the  motor  boat  has  replaced  the  birch  bark  canoe  of 

the  Redskin,  the  automobile  has 
superseded  oxen  and  the  stage 
coach;  the  click  of  the  golf  ball 
echoes  over  ground  where  armies 
once  fought. 

Indians  recognized  the  healing 
properties  of  the  waters  of  Saratoga 
Springs  long  before  the  white  man 
came.  Today,  Saratoga  Springs, 
racing  center  of  the  country  during 
the  month  of  August,  pays  slight 
heed  to  the  interesting  history  of  the 
surrounding  region.  Yet  it  was  at 
Schuylerville,  then  known  as  Sara¬ 
toga,  a  short  distance  east  of  Saratoga  Springs,  where  General  Burgoyne 
surrendered  in  1777,  after  the  most  decisive  battle  of  the  Revolution,  which 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  struggle  for  American  Independence, 


Bloch  house  at  Bemis  Heights 
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giving  the  Americans  a  new  confidence  that  enabled  them  to  prolong  the  war 
until  victory  came  in  1783.  Much  of  the  battlefield  area  at  Bemis  Heights  is 
now  a  State  park  and  historical  reservation. 

Battles  between  the  French  and  English  were  fought  over  much  of  the 
ground,  now  also  a  State  reservation,  at  the  head  of  Lake  George,  a  body  of 
water  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  beautiful  on  the  American  continent. 
The  first  white  man  to  see  Lake  George  was  Father  Isaac  Jogues,  a  French 


The  baths  at  Saratoga  Springs  attract  thousands 

Jesuit.  Over  its  waters  have  passed  armies  of  Old 
World  nations,  flushed  with  victory,  or  bowed  in 
defeat.  Ticonderoga,  with  its  restored  fortress,  takes 
one  back  to  the  days  of  Ethan  Allen  and  his  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  who  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
fort  “in  the  name  of  the  Great  Jehovah  and  the 
Continental  Congress.”  There  is  a  fine  museum  on  the  reservation. 

Fort  Ticonderoga,  erected  by  the  French  in  1755,  marked  the  southern 
outpost  of  that  nation.  This  fort  was  attacked  in  1758  by  Abercrombie  with 
a  British  army  of  15,000.  After  four  hours  of  terrific  fighting,  the  British 
were  repulsed  with  severe  losses.  Attacked  by  the  British  again  in  1759,  it 
was  evacuated  by  the  French  and  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  British  until 
that  memorable  May  morning  when  Ethan  Allen  and  his  Green  Mountain 
Boys  wrested  it  from  the  British  control. 
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Lake  George  public  camp  sites  are  deservedly  popular 
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Don’t  forget  to  visit  old  Fort  Ticonderoga 
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Fort  St.  Frederic,  erected  by  the  French  in  1731  on  a  point  of  land 
jutting  out  into  Lake  Champlain,  a  few  miles  north  of  Crown  Point,  village, 
once  mounted  no  less  than  sixty-two  cannon  and  was  to  have  become  the 
French  capital  of  an  empire  planned  to  extend  from  the  Connecticut  valley 
to  Lake  Ontario. 

Lake  Champlain,  skirting  the  eastern  border  of  the  Adirondacks,  more 
than  100  miles  in  length,  bears  the  name  of  its  discoverer,  Samuel  de  Champlain, 
who  first  heard  of  this  “  Great  Inland  Sea  ”  from  friendly  Huron  Indians 
around  a  campfire  at  Quebec.  The  lake  has  indeed  been  “  the  warpath  of 
nations." 

The  Adirondack  region  can  be  entered  from  the  north,  east,  south  and  west, 
through  many  points.  From  Albany,  one  can  swing  north  to  Saratoga  Springs, 
either  by  way  of  Schenectady,  Route  10,  or  via  Mechanicville,  Route  9. 
Route  30  beginning  at  Mechanicville  takes  one  through  the  historic  Saratoga 
Battlefield  region,  dotted  with  monuments  and  markers  and  well  worth  a  stop 
of  an  hour  or  two.  Bennington  Battlefield  Park,  located  at  Walloomsac 
in  Rensselaer  county,  marks  the  site  of  the  battle  of  Bennington  in  August, 
1777.  The  Saratoga  Battle  Monument,  near  Schuylerville,  marks  the 
locality  where  General  Burgoyne  surrendered  in  1777.  Stark’s  Knob,  one 
mile  from  Schuylerville,  Saratoga  county,  marks  the  position  of  General  John 
Stark’s  troops  in  1777.  Lester  Park,  a  short  distance  away,  possesses  a 
geological  outcropping  of  an  unusual  fossil  area. 

At  Saratoga  the  State  has  followed  a  well  defined  plan  in  developing  its 
reservation,  with  the  result  that  there  have  been  two  modern  bath  houses, 
with  a  combined  capacity  of  over  4,000  baths  daily,  equipped  with  up-to-date 
apparatus  for  all  forms  of  hydro-therapeutic  treatment.  One  of  these  burned  in 
March,  1928,  but  is  being  rebuilt.  During  1927  there  were  approximately 
109,000  treatments  given. 

Saratoga  Reservation,  with  its  well  laid  out  parks  and  roads,  its  foun¬ 
tains  of  mineral  waters,  and  its  natural  beauty,  provides  an  appropriate  back¬ 
ground  for  the  curative  program  of  the  State.  The  Lincoln  bath,  which  burned, 
was  the  largest  in  the  country.  The  State  forest  nursery,  largest  in  America, 
three  miles  south  of  Saratoga  Springs,  may  be  visited  by  the  public.  The  city  of 
Saratoga  Springs  maintains  an  excellent  municipal  camping  ground  for  those 
who  would  tarry  awhile  and  who  do  not  fancy  the  hotel  or  rooming  house. 

North  of  Saratoga  Springs,  one  enters  the  foothills  of  the  Adirondacks, 
where  pine  and  balsam  replace  the  oak  and  the  elm.  State  Route  9  leads 
out  of  Saratoga  Springs  toward  isle-studded  Lake  George.  Grant’s  Cottage, 
at  Mt.  McGregor,  between  Saratoga  Springs  and  Glens  Falls,  is  the  house  in 
which  President  Grant  died. 
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Forest-clad  slopes  of  Lower  Ausable  Lake 


When  the  shadows  lengthen 


Just  before  reaching  Lake  George  vil¬ 
lage,  the  tourist  comes  upon  the  Lake 
George  Battleground  public  camp  site, 
with  accommodations  for  1,000  campers, 
well  equipped  with  open  fireplaces,  fuel, 
sanitary  facilities  and  an  adequate  water 
supply.  Adj  oining  is  Lake  George  Battle¬ 
ground  Park,  scene  of  a  battle  in  1755 
between  Colonial  forces  and  the  French  and 
Indians. 

There  is  another  excellent  public  camp 
site  two  miles  north  of  Lake  George  village, 
known  as  Hearthstone  Point.  This 
nestles  in  a  magnificent  stand  of  pines  and 
runs  down  to  the  shore  of  Lake  George. 
It  will  accommodate  2,000  campers  and  is 
well  equipped. 

There  are  no  less  than  1 5  5  State  owned 
islands  in  Lake  George,  more  than  half  the 
number  being  suitable  for  camping  pur- 
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Ausable  Chasm  where  the  river  has  cut  its  way  through  the  ages 
By  means  ot  footpaths  and  a  boat  trip,  the  Chasm  can  be  viewed  its  entire  length 
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Just  mountains  and  sky  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach — •  A  bite  to  eat  at  Slant  Rock 
camp — An  Adirondack  lean-to  on  Upper  Ausable  Lake 
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poses.  Access  to  these  State  owned  islands  is  perhaps  easiest  from  Bolton 
Landing,  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Lake  George  village.  Free  camping  permits 
may  be  obtained  from  the  local  forest  ranger  who  maintains  a  headquarters  on 
Glen  Island  in  the  Narrows.  If  necessary,  camping  outfits  may  be  secured  at 
Bolton  Landing,  where  boats  can  be  rented.  Lake  George  offers  both  black 
bass  and  lake  trout  fishing. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  scenic  State  highway  over  Tongue  Mountain 
is  in  process  of  construction,  the  motorist  planning  to  visit  the  Adirondacks 
by  this  point  of  entry,  should  swing  back  from  Bolton  Landing  almost  to  Lake 
George  village,  and  then  continue  north  over  Routes  9  and  10  to  Chestertown. 
From  there  one  may  reach  historic  Ticonderoga,  by  way  of  Hague,  passing 
Brant  Lake,  and  then,  if  desired,  may  continue  north  along  the  shore  of  Lake 

Champlain  to  Plattsburgh 
skirting  Crown  Point 
Reservation,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  where  a  fort 
was  built  by  the  French  as 
early  as  1731,  the  center  of 
wartime  activities  in  the 
years  that  followed.  About 
midway  between  Ticonde¬ 
roga  and  Plattsburgh  is 
Westport,  a  summer  resort 
village  from  which  the 
motorist  may  enter  the 
Adirondacks  going  west 
through  Elizabethtown. 

Or  from  Chestertown,  the  motorist  can  penetrate  into  the  Adirondacks 
over  Route  10  to  Loon  Lake,  with  a  swing  to  the  left  to  North  Creek,  Indian 
Lake,  Blue  Mountain  Lake,  Long  Lake  and  Tupper  Lake.  The  State  main¬ 
tains  a  public  camp  site  at  Boreas  Bridge,  seventeen  miles  from  North  Creek, 
with  accommodations  for  225  persons.  To  the  north  there  are  some  particularly 
fine  views  of  Adirondack  mountain  peaks. 

At  Lake  Eaton,  two  miles  from  Long  Lake  village,  the  State  also  maintains 
another  public  camp  site,  accommodating  500  persons,  and  with  both  bathing 
and  trout  fishing. 

From  Long  Lake  village,  the  motorist  proceeds  through  Tupper  Lake  on 
toward  Saranac  Lake  over  Route  10.  Four  miles  from  Tupper  Lake  is  Cross 
Clearing  camp  site,  with  a  capacity  of  200.  Between  Wawbeek  and  Saranac 
Lake,  Fish  Creek  Pond  camp  site  is  located,  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the 


A  strange  sound  ! 
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When  good  fellows  get  together 


entire  Adirondack  region,  in  its  setting  of  white  birches.  This  camp  offers 
fishing,  boating  and  bathing,  and  has  a  capacity  of  2,000  persons. 

At  Lake  Clear  Junction,  the  State  maintains  a  large  nursery  open  to  the 
public,  and  at  Saranac  Inn  station,  three  miles  south,  is  a  State  fish  hatchery. 

Another  route  north  from  Loon  Lake  is  over  No.  9,  through  Schroon 
Lake  village,  with  Sharp  Bridge  public  camp  site  seven  miles  to  the  north  of 
the  postoffice  at  Schroon  River.  This  camp  is  located  in  a  grove  of  pines,  has 
a  capacity  of  l,b00  and  affords  splendid  mountain  scenery. 

Going  northward  over  Route  9,  there  are  many  fine  views  of  the  mountains 
as  one  passes  through  Elizabethtown,  where  Route  9W  begins,  swinging  west 
and  then  north  through  Keene,  Jay,  Ausable  Forks  and  on  to  Keeseville,  then 
to  Ausable  Chasm  and  its  famous  gorge. 

Or  going  west  at  Jay,  the  motorist  proceeds  to  Wilmington  over  Route  3, 
where  old  Whiteface  Mountain  is  seen  looming  high  in  the  clouds.  Five  miles 
from  Wilmington  lies  Wilmington  Notch,  one  of  the  choicest  bits  of  scenery  in 
the  Adirondack  region.  Close  by  is  Wilmington  Notch  camp  site,  with 
accommodations  for  1,000  persons. 

From  here  over  Route  3,  one  enters  the  Lake  Placid  section  of  the 
Adirondacks,  known  the  world  over  for  its  summer  and  winter  sports.  This 
resort,  nestling  in  the  midst  of  mountain  peaks,  with  its  golf,  tennis  and  all 
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{Center)  Golf  with  a  mountain  background  —  Lake  Placid 
{Upper)  Me  and  mine  a-skiing  go 
{Lower)  Attaboy,  Grantland!  {Right)  Three  snow  birds 
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A  fair  sample  of  Adirondack  highways  and  typical  State  camp  sites  —  Sacandaga, 

Poplar  Point,  Barnum  Pond 
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{Upper)  A  mountain-born  stream  that  isa  fisherman’s  paradise —  Where  the  big 
one  was  hooked  last  week  —  Splendid  highways  swing  through  the  Adirondacks 
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manner  of  summer  sports,  its  skating,  skiing  and  snowshoeing  in  the  winter, 
attracts  thousands.  Six  miles  from  the  village  the  State  provides  a  public 
camp  site  known  as  Meadowbrook,  accommodating  650  persons.  John 
Brown  Farm  is  located  three  miles  south  of  Lake  Placid  village,  and  includes 
the  house  one  time  occupied  by  John  Brown,  the  graveyard  adjoining  containing 
the  bodies  of  Brown  and  other  members  of  his  family. 

Eighteen  miles  to  the  south  of  Lake  Placid  is  Mt.  Marcy,  5,344  feet  in 
height,  the  highest  peak  in  the  State,  and  the  goal  of  the  hiker. 

Proceeding  northwest  from  Lake  Placid,  one  passes  through  Saranac  Lake 
village,  thence  over  Route  3  to  Paul  Smith’s  and  on  to  Malone.  Or  one  may 
turn  off  near  McCollums,  passing  through  St.  Regis  Falls  to  Potsdam,  over 
Route  56.  Two  miles  beyond  Paul  Smith's  is  Barnum  Pond  camp  site,  with 
bathing  and  fishing,  and  having  a  capacity  of  250  persons. 

From  either  Malone  or  Potsdam,  the  motorist  can  drive  along  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  to  Alexandria  Bay  and  Clayton,  gateways  to  the  Thousand 
Islands  with  their  charming  scenery  and  summer  activities. 

New  York  State  offers  eleven  camp  sites  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  five 
being  on  the  mainland  and  accessible  by  automobile.  These  are  Kring  Point, 
at  Goose  Bay;  Grass  Point,  near  Fisher's  Landing;  Cedar  Point  and  Burn¬ 
ham  Point  between  Clayton  and  Cape  Vincent,  and  Long  Point  on 
Chaumont  Bay. 

The  six  island  camps  include  two  on  Grindstone  Island,  two  on  Well’s 
Island,  one  on  Mary’s  Island,  and  one  on  Cedar  Island. 

From  the  Thousand  Islands,  the  motorist  may  drive  south  to  Syracuse, 
the  Central  New  York  State  Parks  region  and  the  Finger  Lakes  State  Parks 
region,  or  he  can  swing  to  Utica,  or  by  way  of  the  scenic  Boonville  Gorge 
to  Rome  and  reach  the  main  trunk  line  traversing  the  central  part  of  the 
State. 

There  are  a  number  of  historic  places  in  the  Mohawk  valley,  including 
Guy  Park  House,  at  Amsterdam;  the  Sir  William  Johnson  Hall,  a 
baronial  mansion  built  in  1762  and  a  stone  block  house,  located  in  Johnstown. 
The  mansion  was  the  scene  of  many  activities  that  shaped  the  destinies  of 
the  United  Colonies.  Many  Indian  councils  were  held  within  the  circle  of  locust 
trees  still  standing.  Herkimer  Home,  two  miles  east  of  Little  Falls,  is  the 
original  home  of  General  Nicholas  Herkimer,  hero  of  the  battle  of  Oriskany, 
and  whose  grave  on  the  property  is  marked  with  a  monument. 

At  the  battle  of  Oriskany,  General  Herkimer’s  horse  was  shot  from  under 
him,  a  bullet  also  shattering  his  own  leg.  Ordering  the  saddle  taken  from  the 
dead  horse  and  placed  at  the  base  of  a  beech  tree,  General  Herkimer,  lighting 
his  pipe,  sat  on  the  saddle  and  shouted  his  orders. 
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Ad/f’ondackJ^egiojn' 


The  Adirondack  region  also  may  be  entered  from 
the  Mohawk  valley  at  a  number  of  places.  Byway 
of  Gloversville,  one  enters  through  Pine  Lake, 
where  there  is  a  public  camp  site  accommodating 
300  persons.  Or  one  may  travel  over  Route  54 
toward  Speculator,  passing  through  Northville,  the 
Sacandaga  public  camp  site,  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  Adirondack  Park,  fourteen  miles  north  of 
Northville,  being  splendidly  located  along  the 
banks  of  the  Sacandaga  River  and  in  a  pine 
grove  bordering  both  sides  of  the  highway. 

North  from  this  camp,  over  Route  54,  come 
the  villages  of  Wells  and  Speculator.  Out  of 
Speculator  there  is  a  dirt  road  twenty-six  miles 
through  the  woods  to  Indian  Lake,  passing 
Lewey  Lake  public  camp  site,  accommodating 
450,  and  other  smaller  camp  sites. 

Or  from  Speculator  the  motorist  can  go  to 
Lake  Pleasant  and  Piseco,  to  Poplar  Point 
camp  site,  capacity  250,  in  a  grove  of  birches, 
and  with  a  fine  sand  beach  on  Piseco  Lake. 

From  here  one  can  go  to  Wilmurt  and  Poland 
and  thence  back  to  the  Mohawk  valley. 

From  Rome,  where  in  1777  the  Stars  and 
Stripes  were  first  unfurled  in  battle 
on  land  at  the  siege  of  Fort  Stanwix, 
now  partly  owned  by  the  State  with 
a  monument  marking  the  battlefield 
of  Oriskany  a  few  miles  away,  one 
may  proceed  to  the  Thousand  Island 
region  by  way  of  Route  46,  through 
the  scenic  Rome-Boonville  Gorge  and 
from  Boonville,  over  Route  12,  to  Alder 
Creek  and  the  western  Adirondacks.  This  route  is  one  of  much  scenic  beauty. 

From  Utica,  the  Adirondacks  may  be  reached  via  Remsen,  Alder  Creek, 
Route  12,  to  Old  Forge  and  Eagle  Bay.  There  is  a  public  camp  site,  accom¬ 
modating  300,  on  the  south  shore  of  Third  Lake. 

A  dirt  road  leads  from  Eagle  Bay  to  Raquette  Lake,  with  a  ferry  over 
Raquette,  that  enables  the  motorist  to  proceed  to  Long  Lake  and  Blue  Mountain 
Lake.  A  State  road  is  now  being  built  around  the  southerly  end  of  Raquette 


Sure  /  caught  it 
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Lake  to  Blue  Mountain  Lake, 
connecting  with  Route  10  at 
Long  Lake. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Cranberry 
Lake  there  is  an  extensive  area, 
abounding  in  scenery  and  fish¬ 
ing,  but  in  which  considerable 
road  work  is  now  under  way. 
There  are  a  few  small  public 
camp  sites  in  this  region. 

For  the  hiker,  the  State 
Conservation  Department  has 
developed  450  or  more  miles  of 
trails  in  the  Adirondack  region, 
part  of  which  are  described  in 
detail  in  “  Trails  to  Marcy,” 
issued  by  the  department,  and 
available  upon  request. 

For  the  canoeist,  there  is  a 
most  attractive  trip  of  100 
miles  with  short  carries,  from 
Old  Forge,  through  the  Fulton 
Chain  of  lakes,  Raquette, 
Forked  Lake,  Long  Lake  and 
the  Raquette  River,  to  Saranac 
Lake  and  the  St.  Regis  Lakes, 
with  Adirondack  lean-to's  or 
open  camps  along  the  route. 
Canoes  and  outfits  can  be  hired 
at  various  points  and  shipped 
back  at  the  end  of  the  trip. 
Canoeists  will  find  a  number 
of  popular  camp  sites,  with  stone  fireplaces  and  places  for  pitching  tents,  and 
in  some  cases  open  lean-to  Adirondack  camps,  all  plainly  marked.  On  the 
Fulton  Chain  of  lakes  there  are  three  camp  sites,  on  First,  Third  and  Eighth 
lakes,  each  with  an  open  lean-to. 

In  the  Raquette  river  region  there  are  thirteen  camp  sites,  all  but  four  of 
which  have  lean-tos  and  all  of  which  have  fireplaces. 

In  the  upper  Saranac  section  there  are  five  camp  sites,  one  of  which  is  the 
Fish  Creek  Pond  site,  accessible  to  both  canoeists  and  motorists. 


A  shore  dinner  on  one  of  the  State  owned 
islands  in  the  St.  Lawrence  River  carries 
pleasant  memories  of  a  day  in  the  open 
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Headquartert . Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

Executive-Secretary . James  F.  Evans 


T 


HERE  are  six  state  parks  in  the  Central  New  York  region,  as  well  as 
four  reservations  or  parks  that  are  under  the  direction  of  the  American 
Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society.  The  region  extends  from 

the  Pennsylvania  border  on  the 
the  majority  of  the  state  parks 


Lake  Ontario  on  the  north  to 
south.  At  the  present  time 
in  this  region  are  in  process 
ment  and  offer  only  limited 
facilities.  While 
one  of  late  acquisi- 
State,  as  compared 
other  state  park 
one  that  carries 
in  the  way  of  future 
ment.  With  its  hills  and  dales, 
New  York  itself  is  a  section  of  ever 
scenic  beauty,  with  state  highways 
to  all  points.  Outside  of  the  parks 
of  good  fishing  in  many  of  the  lakes 
terize  the  region  and  add  to  its  enjoy- 
is  diversified  in  its  park  area.  For 
beautiful  falls  than  those  in  Chitte- 
area  offers  a  long  stretch  of  sandy 
the  children  as 
botanist  and  the  \ 

interest  in  a  visit 
the  Green  Lakes, 
nestling  as  they 
charm  Practi- 
Indian  lore  and  in 
unusual  to  find  an 
point,  or  other 


of  develop- 
recreational 
the  region  is 
tion  by  the 
to  a  number  of 
regions,  it  is 
much  promise 
develop- 
Central 
changing 
leading 
themselves  there  is  plenty 
and  streams  that  charac- 
ment.  Central  New  York 
instance  there  are  few  more 
nango  Creek.  Selkirk  Beach 
beach  that  may  be  enjoyed  by 
well  as  the  grown  ups,  while  the 
geologist  will  find  a  wealth  of 
to  the  Clark  Reservation  or 
Gilbert  Lake  and  the  Lily  Lakes 
do,  amidst  the  hills,  possess  much 
cally  the  entire  section  is  rich  in 
a  number  of  places  it  is  nothing 
Indian  arrowhead  or  a  spear 
reminders  of  the  Redskin. 
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Elm  crowned  Chittenango  Falls  has  a  charm  of  its  very  own 
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Chittenango  Falls  State  Park 

This  park,  which  was  acquired  by  the  State  several  years  ago,  is  20  miles 
from  Syracuse,  1 7  miles  from  Oneida,  and  three  miles  from  Cazenovia,  and  lies 
just  north  of  the  Cherry  Valley  turnpike.  Route  20.  A  concrete  highway  was 
built  last  year  along  the  Chittenango  Creek  gorge,  and  affords  a  splendid  view 
of  Chittenango  Falls,  the  chief  scenic  feature  of  the  park. 

In  making  various  sections  of  the  park  more  accessible,  considerable  work 
was  done  last  year  in  the  way  of  trails,  guard  rails  and  a  rustic  foot  bridge 
that  crosses  the  stream  a  short  distance  below  the  falls.  These  falls  have 
long  been  known  for  their  beauty  and  surroundings.  There  is  an  old  Indian 
legend  to  the  effect  that  a  maiden,  spurned  by  her  dusky  warrior,  guided  her 
birch  bark  canoe  over  the  falls,  and  thus  entered  the  Happy  Hunting  Ground. 
The  neighboring  village  of  Cazenovia,  along  the  shores  of  Owaghena  Lake, 
is  a  well-known  summer  resort. 

The  park  is  much  favored  for  picnics  and  a  day’s  outing,  and  camping 
facilities  will  be  provided  this  year  to  be  available  in  1929.  There  is  trout 
fishing  both  above  and  below  the  falls,  where  a  rainbow,  German  brown,  or 
a  native  speckled  beauty  may  reward  the  skilful  angler. 

Cazenovia  Lake  but  four  miles  distant  offers  bass,  pickerel,  pike  and  perch 
fishing.  There  are  several  good  trout  streams  in  the  vicinity. 


The  lake  on  the  Clark  Reservation  dates  back  to  the  glacial  period 
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The  trail  beside  the  stream  —  the  voice  of  the  thrush  from  cool  recesses 
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Wetrlbr’A  StateParlts 


Clark  Reservation 

Located  near  Jamesville,  this  park  is  about  three  miles  from  Syracuse. 
It  has  an  area  of  approximately  200  acres  and  is  used  mainly,  at  the  present 
time,  for  picnics.  There  is  a  large  cave  once  used  for  Indian  ceremonies,  near 
the  lake.  There  are  several  interesting  hikes  in  and  around  the  reservation. 
Good  bass  fishing  can  be  enjoyed  in  the  lake,  which  is  a  part  of  the  reservation. 
The  region  is  rich  in  geological  interest  and  there  are  many  rare  ferns  and 
other  plants. 

Selkirk  Beach  State  Park 


This  park  of  800  acres  is  located  on  Lake  Ontario,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Salmon  River,  about  22  miles  from  Oswego,  40  miles  from  Syracuse,  36  miles 
from  Watertown  and  four  miles  from  Pulaski,  being  approximately  three  miles 


The  sandy  beach  at  Selkirk  appeals  to  both  children 
and  grown-ups 

off  the  main  trunk  line  running  between  Syracuse 
and  Watertown,  State  Route  3,  U.  S.  Route  11. 
Camping  facilities  have  been  provided  on  the 
bluff  overlooking  the  lake,  with  fireplaces  and  fuel 
available.  The  headquarters  building,  a  log  cabin 
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Cradled  among  the  hills  of  Otsego  County 
lies  Gilbert  Lake 

Serene  waters  and  beckoning  shadows 
Lily  Lake 


with  open  fireplaces,  is  available  in  stormy 
weather.  There  are  picnic  grounds 
throughout  the  park,  the  lake  affording 
bathing  and  fishing. 


Gilbert  Lake  State  Park 


Twelve  miles  northwest  of  Oneonta,  and 
two  miles  off  the  main  highway  between 
Oneonta  and  Utica,  is  Gilbert  Lake  State 
Park.  This  park  of  1 ,600  acres  is  in  proc¬ 
ess  of  development,  and  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  summer  of  1928  camping  sites 
and  picnicking  grounds  will  be  available. 
There  is  both  fishing  and  bathing. 


Green  Lakes  State  Park 


Best  known  because  of  its  fascinating 
geological  aspects,  the  park  is  about  two 
miles  from  the  village  of  Fayetteville  and 
nine  miles  from  Syracuse.  It  can  be 
reached  easily  from  Chittenango  Falls  State  Park,  through  either  Chittenango 
or  Cazenovia,  the  latter  route  being  a  trifle  longer  but  taking  the  tourist  through 
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a  more  beautiful  region.  It  lies  directly  on  Route  5.  The  park  is  in  process  of 
development  and  will  be  available  to  the  public  for  the  season  of  1929. 

Green  Lakes,  from  which  the  park  derives  its  name,  are  a  heritage  from 
the  glacier  period,  the  lakes  being  plunge  basins  of  ages  ago,  when  high  glacier 
falls  were  formed  through  the  melting  of  the  ice.  The  lakes  are  of  great  depth 
and  striking  beauty,  considering  their  size,  being  emerald  green  in  color  and 
gleaming  like  twin  gems  in  their  woodland  setting. 


Lily  Lakes  State  Park 

Located  eleven  miles  northeast  of  Binghamton,  this  park  of  600  acres  is  in 
course  of  development  and  the  public  will  be  accommodated  by  the  latter 
part  of  the  1928  season.  A  park  headquarters  is  to  be  built  while  the  general 
development  will  include  fireplaces,  picnic  tables,  bathing  and  boating  facilities. 
There  are  two  lakes  as  well  as  several  ponds  and  stream.s.  The  park  will  appeal 
to  geologists,  affording  some  exceptionally  fine  examples  of  glacier  action.  The 
Conservation  Department  is  cooperating  with  the  park  commission  in  establish¬ 
ing  a  rearing  station  here  that  will  furnish  brook  trout  for  the  stocking  of 
the  two  lakes. 

Fort  Brewerton,  in  the  custody  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society,  is  located  at  the  foot  of  Oneida  Lake,  1 5  miles  north  of 
Syracuse  and  on  U.  S.  Route  1 1.  The  fort  was  built  in  1755  and  is  an  earth¬ 
work  of  the  last  French  and  Indian  War.  It  was  purchased  by  New  York 
State  in  1904. 

Spy  Island,  in  Lake  Ontario,  at  Mexico  Point,  contains  a  monument 
to  Silas  Town,  an  American  Revolutionary  officer  under  Washington.  It  was 

acquired  in  1903  and  is  in  the  custody  of  the 
Silas  Town  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

Montcalm  Park,  in  the  city  of  Oswego,  marks 
the  site  of  the  second  fort  built  at  Oswego,  captured 
■■  destroyed  by  Montcalm  in  1756.  It  was 

iV,  acquired  in  1913  and  is  in  the  custody  of  the 

■  -  Fort  Oswego  Chapter,  D.  A.  R. 

Battle  Island  Park  comprises  about  225  acres 
on  the  banks  of  the  Oswego  River,  two  miles  north  of 
Fulton  and  about  eight  miles  south  of  Oswego.  It 
includes  a  small  island  which  was  the  scene  of  a 
battle  between  Colonial  troops  and  an  aggregation 
of  French  and  Indians  in  1756.  The  park  has  a 
golf  course  and  other  facilities  for  a  day’s  outing. 
It  is  in  the  custody  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society. 
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Headquarters . ithaca,  N.  Y, 

Secretary -Engineer . Carl  Crandall 


TI-ESE  parks,  eight  in  number,  are  located  in  Cayuga,  Chemung,  Schuyler, 
Seneca,  Steuben,  Ontario,  Tioga,  Tompkins,  Wayne  and  Yates  Counties, 
with  an  area  of  approximately  4,000  acres.  The  various  parks  are: 


Buttermilk  Falls  State  Park .  . 

Cayuga  Lake  State  Park . 

Enfield  Glen  State  Park . 

Fair  Haven  Beach  State  Park. 

Fillmore  Glen  State  Park . 

Stony  Brook  State  Park . 

Taughannock  Falls  State  Park 
Watkins  Glen  State  Park . 


350  acres 
250  “ 
850  “ 
700  “ 
400  “ 
400  “ 
400  " 
450  « 


How  Buttermilk  Falls  State  Park  got  its  name 
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I/nger^ Za/ces  I^egion  ^ 


The  Finger  Lakes  Region,  in  Central  New  York,  is  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  sections  of  the  entire  State,  the  parks  themselves  including  many 
gorges,  lakes  and  waterfalls  of  great  beauty.  These  falls  range  from  a  tum¬ 
bling  brook  to  the  mighty  Taughannock,  with  its  plunge  of  215  feet,  exceeding 
Niagara  Falls,  becoming  the  highest  single  fall  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  parks  of  the  Finger  Lakes  Region  are  easily  accessible  over  the  State's 
system  of  excellent  highways,  while  railroads  also  serve  all  of  the  parks. 

Buttermilk  Falls  State  Park 

This  park  is  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Ithaca,  home  of  Cornell 
University,  and  on  the  Ithaca-Elmira  State  Highway  Route  13.  The  park 
was  presented  to  the  State  in  1924  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Treman,  of 
Ithaca. 

The  chief  characteristics  of  Buttermilk  Falls  State  Park  are  its  ten  water¬ 
falls  and  two  glens.  Buttermilk  Creek,  in  a  space  of  a  mile,  drops  more  than 
500  feet  as  it  tumbles  over  ledges  or  swirls  through  narrow  glens,  overgrown 
with  nodding  honeysuckle  and  maidenhair.  Pinnacle  Rock,  Narrow  Gorge 
and  Long  Cascade  are  among  the  picturesque  features  of  the  park.  Pinnacle 
Rock  is  a  massive  rock  column,  40  feet  in  height,  in  the  middle  of  the  stream 
above  a  waterfall. 

While  the  park  management  does  not  provide  tents  for  campers,  there 


The  attractive  entrance  and  swimming  pool  at  Buttermilk  Falls  State  Park 
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Lucifer  Falls,  IIS  feet  high,  Enfield  Glen  State  Park,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  waterfalls  in  the  Finger  Lakes  Region 


are  site^  sufficient  to  accommodate  a  number  of  tents.  Plenty  of  fireplaces 
and  fuel  are  provided  for  campers,  while  milk  and  provisions  can  be  secured 
both  at  the  park  and  in  Ithaca. 

Camping  permits  at  50  cents  per  car  per  night  must  be  secured  from  the  super¬ 
intendent.  The  park  is  plentifully  provided  with  picnic  grounds,  and  bathing 
is  permitted  at  a  natural  pool  near  the  park  entrance.  There  is  no  fishing. 

For  those  who  find  enjoyment  in  a  hike  over  hill  and  valley,  there  are  trails 
that  lead  through  the  park  and  over  the  surrounding  territory.  Short  motor 
trips  include  one  through  the  Cornell  campus  or  to  other  Finger  Lakes  State 
parks,  to  Newtown  Battlefield,  or  to  a  dozen  or  more  interesting  cities  and 
villages. 

Cayuga  Lake  State  Park 

This  new  park,  which  is  being  partially  opened  this  summer,  is  located  on  the 
west  shore  of  Cayuga  Lake,  three  miles  from  Seneca  Falls,  where  the  highway 
connects  with  State  Route  5.  The  park  is  15  miles  from  Auburn,  13  miles 
from  Geneva,  and  about  40  miles  from  Syracuse. 


Enfield  Glen  State  Park 


Seven  miles  from  Ithaca,  and  a  short  distance  off  the  Ithaca-Elmira  State 
Route  13,  is  Enfield  Glen  State  Park.  It  is  27  miles  from  Elmira,  60  from 
Syracuse  and  95  miles  from  Rochester.  Enfield's  fascination  lies  in  its  great 
depths  and  heights,  tumbling  torrents  and  high  crags.  The  highest  span  of 
leaping  water  is  Lucifer  Falls,  1 1 5  feet  in  height.  Along  the  winding  course  of 
Enfield  Creek  are  eleven  other  falls,  ranging  from  15  to  50  feet  in  height.  The 
woods  are  as  primeval  as  in  the  days  of  the  Red  Man,  the  glen  being  rich  in 
vegetation  and  with  a  notable  stand  of  red  pine. 

The  park  was  given  to  the  State  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Treman,  of 
Ithaca.  It  is  flower-studded  throughout  much  of  the  summer  and  in  many 
of  its  cool  recesses  certain 

The  park  management  can  Beats  any  banquet  table  ever  made 


Newybrk  State PafAs 


When  lazy  shadows  softly  fall 
Branchport-Hammondsport  stretch 


furnish  a  few  floored  tents  at  a  rental 
of  50  cents  a  day.  There  are  fireplaces 
and  fuel  for  both  the  camper  and  the 
picnicker.  Provisions  are  available  at 
Enfield  Center,  three  miles  distant,  or 
at  Ithaca,  and  some  are  sold  at  the 
park.  There  are  trout  in  Enfield 
Creek,  and  while  no  special  permit  is 
necessary,  fishermen  are  cautioned  to 
observe  the  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  State  Conservation  Department. 

The  hiker  is  sure  of  plenty  in  the 
way  of  interest  along  the  scenic  trails 
which  thread  the  park.  The  camper 
with  a  few  hours  to  spare,  can  find 
much  pleasure  in  short  side  trips. 

Fair  Haven  Beach  State  Park 

Located  on  Lake  Ontario  this  park 
is  three  miles  north  of  Fair  Haven  and 
east  of  Little  Sodus  Bay.  It  is  about 
1 5  miles  southwest  of  Oswego,  30  miles 
from  Auburn,  and  60  miles  from 
Rochester.  It  lies  just  off  the  Roose¬ 
velt  Highway  Route  3.  It  has  a  fine 
bathing  beach  and  many  camping  and 
picnic  sites.  This  park  is  one  of  the 
latest  State  acquisitions  and  is  now 
being  developed. 

Fillmore  Glen  State  Park 

This  park  lies  about  one  mile  south 
of  Moravia  and  is  on  the  Skaneateles- 
Freeville  State  Route  26.  It  is  about 
39  miles  from  Syracuse,  23  from 
Auburn,  and  27  miles  from  Ithaca. 
The  park  was  named  after  Millard 
Fillmore,  thirteenth  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  was  born  in  a  cabin 
a  few  miles  distant,  and  as  a  boy 
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{Upper  Left)  Singing  waters  and  murmuring  tree  tops.  Enfield  Glen  State  Park 

{Upper  Right)  Just  sorta  spells  broiled  steak  and  all  the  fixings.  This  is  the  type 
of  fireplace  used  in  the  various  parks  of  the  Finger  Lakes  Region 

Stone  arch  bridge  near  upper  entrance  to  Enfield  Glen  State  Park 
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Magnificently  plunging  Taughannock  Falls  has  a  drop  of  215  feet,  or  50  feet  more 
than  Niagara.  Taughannock  Falls,  the  highest  east  of  the  Rockies,  Were  known 
to  comparatively  few  persons  until  a  short  time  ago  when  State  highways 
opened  the  section  to  tens  of  thousands.  The  falls  are  locateddeepin  the  forest 
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frequently  wandered  along  the  stream  which  cuts  its  way  through  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  glens  of  the  entire  region. 

Those  who  are  planning  to  spend  more  than  a  few  hours  at  this  park,  and 
who  are  spending  vacation  days  in  camping,  should  bring  their  own  equipment. 
There  is  space  for  a  number  of  tents  near  the  park  entrance,  with  plenty  of 
fireplaces  and  fuel.  The  superintendent  supplies  camping  permits.  The 
park  is  well  equipped  with  picnic  grounds  and  parking  areas.  The  stream 
offers  no  fishing.  There  are  many  interesting  hikes  along  scenic  trails,  while 
short  motor  trips  may  be  made  to  Skaneateles  and  Owasco  Lakes,  to  Auburn, 
Syracuse,  Cornell,  or  to  the  George  Junior  Republic  at  Freeville,  one  of  the 
most  unique  institutions  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  where  the  boys  choose  their 
own  governing  body. 

Stony  Brook  State  Park 

Three  miles  south  of 
Dansville  and  on  the  Mount 
Morris-Hornell  State  Route 
36,  lies  the  new  Stony  Brook 
State  Park.  It  is  about  45 
miles  south  of  Rochester. 

It  is  being  developed  and 
is  already  provided  with 
camping  sites,  picnic 
grounds  and  trails. 

Taughannock 
Falls  State  Park 

This  park  is  10  miles 
from  Ithaca  and  a  short 
distance  from  the  Ithaca- 
Geneva  State  Highway 
Route  15.  It  borders  on 
Cayuga  Lake,  with  a  deep 
chasm  extending  back  into 
the  hills  for  nearly  a  mile  to 
the  main  falls,  where  Taug¬ 
hannock  Creek  drops  215 
feet  to  a  pool  at  the  bottom 

of  the  gorge.  The  falls  are  Rippling  waters  chant  their  song  of  life  and  happiness 
50  feet  higher  than  Niagara  from  crag  to  crag  in  Fillmore  Glen 
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From  craggy  sides  the  waters  of  Rainbow  Falls  in  Watkins  Glen  cascade  over  the 
trail  and  then  plunge  into  the  pool  below.  Cliffs  tower  nearly  two  hundred 
feet  above  the  stream,  the  sky  but  a  rift  of  blue  overhead 
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Along  Keuka’s  edge  Light  and  shadows  of  Watkins  Glen 

Enchanting  scenes  are  everywhere  in  Watkins  Glen 
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and  the  highest  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  The  Indian  name  of  “  The  Grea 
Fall  in  the  Woods  ”  was  particularly  appropriate,  located  as  it  is,  far  from  th 
lake  routes  of  their  canoes  and  shrouded  in  thick  forests. 

Crests  of  the  cliffs  adjoining  the  falls  are  350  feet  above  the  pool.  Abovi 
the  falls  there  is  a  gorge,  with  high  cliffs,  that  extends  2,000  feet  farther  wes 
toward  the  crest  of  a  hill  and  to  a  small  fall.  The  State  has  acquired  the  entir 
gorge  with  property  on  each  side,  providing  sufficient  space  for  future  develop 
ment.  The  park  has  a  frontage  of  about  a  mile  on  Cayuga  Lake,  with  a  bathini 
beach.  Near  the  lake,  and  at  various  places  throughout  the  park,  are  facilitie: 
for  camping  and  picnicking.  It  is  planned  to  erect  a  few  permanent  camp 
to  rent  for  short  periods.  A  few  floored  tents,  at  50  cents  a  day,  are  available 

Watkins  Glen  State  Park 

W  atkins  Glen,  450  acres,  is  25  miles  north  of  Elmira,  and  on  the  Elmira 
Geneva  State  Highway  Route  14;  90  miles  from  Rochester,  Routes  31  and  14 
and  93  miles  from  Syracuse,  Routes  5  and  78.  It  is  one  of  the  best  knowr 
scenic  parks  in  the  East. 

Watkins  Glen  is  considered  one  of  the  natural  wonders  of  America,  anc 
for  scenic  beauty  of  a  particular  type  it  has  few  rivals.  As  the  waters  wenc 
their  way  through  the  Glen,  there  are  no  less  than  nineteen  distinct  waterfalls 
with  numerous  cascades  and  grottos,  the  waters  eventually  making  their  wa^ 
into  Seneca  Lake. 

Watkins  Glen  is  the  oldest  of  any  of  the  parks  in  the  Finger  Lakes  Region 
Long  before  the  coming  of  the  white  man,  the  healing  properties  of  the  minera 
springs  at  Watkins  Glen  were  known  to  the  Indians. 

The  visitor  will  appreciate  the  ingenuity  that  has  been  shown  in  making 
trails  that  follow  the  stream,  frequently  at  its  very  edge;  dip  beneath  som( 
waterfall,  with  the  misty  spray  forming  a  rainbow;  run  over  some  high-flun^ 
bridge,  or  along  a  narrow  but  guarded  path  with  the  stream  glistening  silver- 
like  far  below.  One  bridge  is  165  feet  above  the  waters,  while  flower-studdec 
cliffs  rise  for  200  feet  or  more,  in  some  places  all  but  shutting  out  the  sky  above 

Although  there  are  no  camping  sites  as  yet  developed  in  the  park  itself 
there  is  an  excellent  municipal  camp  only  a  half  mile  distant  from  the  park 

Within  the  park  there  are  a  number  of  picnic  grounds  suitable  for  a  day’; 
outing.  The  region  is  admirable  for  hiking,  with  many  interesting  trails  ir 
and  around  the  park,  or  over  the  surrounding  territory.  Motor  trips  of  ar 
afternoon  or  a  day  include  a  visit  to  Seneca,  Gayuga  or  Keuka  Lakes,  or  tc 
Cornell  University  at  Ithaca,  the  fish  hatcheries  at  Bath,  or  the  Newtowr 
Battlefield  near  Elmira.  Squaw  Island,  in  Ganandaigua  Lake,  a  reservatior 
of  the  State  Museum,  is  interesting  because  of  its  geological  formation. 
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Headquarters . Castile,  N.  Y, 

Manager -Secretary . Charles  A.  VanArsdale 

This  park  is  located  in  Wyoming  and  Livingston  counties  and  has  an 
area  of  approximately  6,000  acres.  There  are  State  highway  approaches 
from  several  points,  the  park  also  being  accessible  by  railroad  lines. 


The  Gorge  carved  hy  Nature  through  countless  ages 
(Right)  Middle  Falls  — Flashing,  foamy  white 


The  park  is  53  miles  south  of  Rochester  —  State 
Route  2,  U.  S.  20,  to  Perry  Center;  50  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Buffalo- — State  Route  16,  U.  S.  20,  State 
Route  62 ;  29  miles  northwest  of  Hornell  —  State 
Route  38  to  Garwoods,  road  under  construction. 
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NejrJb/rkS^dtePa/^ks- 


Map  showing  location  of  LETCHWORTH  PARK  with  highway  approaches 

from  each  direction 


The  chief  characteristics  of  Letchworth  Park  are  its  gorge  and  three  water¬ 
falls.  The  park  is  one  of  much  scenic  beauty,  unique  through  trails  that  skirt 
the  very  edge  of  the  gorge,  and  lead  to  the  Genesee  River  far  below,  threading 
its  way  through  a  deep  cut  canyon.  The  park  is  suitable  for  a  day’s  picnicking, 
or  as  a  place  where  one  may  camp  for  days  at  a  time. 

Camping  facilities  have  been  provided  at  a  point  near  the  Lower  Falls. 
Memories  and  traditions  of  Indian  tribes  haunt  the  forests  and  the  streams 
of  this  park.  Twenty-five  tents,  floored,  two  beds  to  the  tent,  with  tables 
and  nearby  fireplaces,  with  fuel  provided,  are  available  from  the  park  manage¬ 
ment.  There  is  a  charge  of  50  cents  a  day  for  the  use  of  tents.  Although 
there  are  no  cabins  in  case  of  inclement  weather,  there  is  a  hotel  with  all  modern 
comforts. 

Entering  the  park,  the  camper  should  immediately  report  to  the  super¬ 
intendent,  whose  residence  is  just  within  the  park  entrance.  Campers  can 
secure  milk  and  vegetables  from  nearby  farmers,  while  groceries  can  be  obtained 
from  Castile  (the  postoffice  address  and  central  telephone  station  of  the  park), 
four  miles  distant,  or  at  Portageville,  two  miles. 

In  the  way  of  recreation,  Letchworth  Park  offers  black  bass  fishing  below 
the  Lower  Falls.  While  no  special  permit  is  required,  fishermen  should  possess 
the  New  York  State  license,  or  if  from  without  the  State,  a  non-resident  license. 
These  can  be  secured  from  town  clerks  at  Castile  or  Portageville.  New  York 
State  conservation  laws  govern  all  fishing  within  the  park. 

Baseball  and  picnic  grounds,  as  well  as  many  interesting  hikes,  have  been 


Summer  skies,  a  silver  ribbon,  shadow-flecked,  glimmering  —  the  Genesee  River 
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provided  by  the  park  management.  The  picnic  tables  are  unique,  consisting 
of  slabs  of  flat  stone,  smoothed  by  the  water  over  countless  ages. 

Much  time  and  thought  have  been  spent  on  the  trails  along  the  brink  of  the 
gorge,  to  the  falls,  and  to  Wolf  Creek,  where  this  stream,  after  winding  its 


The  Upper  Falls  have  a  plunge  of  seventy -one  feet 
Tumbling  waters — Lower  Falls 

way  through  wooded  area,  plunges  into  the  Genesee 
Gorge,  providing  one  of  the  most  beautiful  features 
of  the  park  area.  There  is  an  interesting  three-mile 
hike  leading  to  an  old  Indian  fort,  south  of  the  park. 


on  the  banks  of  the  Genesee,  where  an  arrowhead  or  a  spear  point  frequently 
rewards  the  sharpsighted. 

There  are  many  short  and  enjoyable  motor  trips  from  the  park.  Silver 
Lake,  six  miles  away,  offers  good  fishing,  while  the  high  banks  of  the  Genesee 


at  Mount  Morris,  are  but  fifteen  miles  to  the  north.  Rochester  is  a  short  run. 
A  dam  w  ill  soon  be  constructed  at  Mount  Morris  by  power  company  interests. 


ZeteAwot^^A  Region 


lake  14  miles  long,  stretching  back  to  Letchworth  Park. 

this  lake,  through  the  acquisition  of  shorefront 
is  going  on  rapidly.  The  lake  \\  ill  be  available 


This  will  create  a 
The  park  will  be  extended  along 
by  the  State.  Such  acquisition 
for  boating,  swimming  and  fishing, 
from  Letchworth  Park  along  the 
lake,  leading  eventually,  all  the  way 
to  Rochester. 

This  park,  which  is  in  the  cus¬ 
tody  of  the  American  Scenic  and 
Historic  Preservation  Society,  was 
presented  to  New  York  State  in 
1907,  by  the  late  William  Pryor 
Letchworth,  who  resided  for  many 
years  on  the  brink  of  the  forested 
gorge,  his  home,  Glen  Iris,  having 
derived  its  name  from  the  rainbows 
often  seen  in  the  mists  rising  from 
the  falls. 

The  park  contains  what  is  known 
as  the  Portage  Gorge  of  the  Genesee 
River,  hundreds  of  feet  deep  and 
representing  ages  of  erosion.  In 
this  gorge  there  are  three  beautiful 
waterfalls,  the  Upper  Falls  having  a 
plunge  of  71  feet;  the  Middle  Falls, 
107  feet,  and  the  Lower  Falls,  70 
feet.  Below  the  Lower  Falls,  the 
perpendicular  walls  of  the  gorge  rise 
for  over  600  feet. 

Inspiration  Point,  on  one  of  the 
trails,  has  been  particularly  well 
named  because  of  the  superb  view 
it  affords  of  the  waterfalls.  From 
this  point  one  may  look  down  for 
more  than  300  feet  on  the  Genesee, 


It  is  planned  to  construct  a  parkway 


Where  nature 
was  the  land¬ 
scape  artist 


a  silver  rushing  ribbon,  widening  here  and  there,  into 
a  placid  flowing  stream.  There  is  another  extended 
view  of  the  river  and  gorge  from  Cole’s  Cliff. 

The  vine-covered  museum  in  the  park  is  open 
from  May  16  to  October  16.  It  contains  one  of  the  Sugar  Rock  Loaf 
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^New}bi^AS(atePar^A.<i- 


A  forested  aisle  of  red  pine  at  Letchworth  Park  that  leads  to  the  Lower  Falls 
The  museum  (insert)  houses  a  most  notable  collection  of  Seneca  Indian  relics 


best  collections  of  Indian  relics  in  New  York  State,  particularly  those  of  the 
Seneca  Nation,  which  once  ruled  a  large  area  in  which  Letchworth  Park  is  now 
located. 


The  Mary  Jemison  cabin 

An  Indian  mother* s  gift  to  her 
daughter.  The  cabin,  built  in  1800, 
is  one  of  the  sights  of  Letchworth 


The  Mary  Jemison  Statue 

Stands  near  the  old  Council  House 


Indian  Council  House 

A  log  cabin  that  was  the  scene  of 
pow^wowsin  bygone  days,  one  of 
the  oldest  buildings  in  the  State 


Near  Glen  Iris  mansion  there  stands  a  rough  hewn  cabin  that  once  served 
as  the  Council  House  of  the  Seneca  Nation,  and  the  scene  of  many  a  pow-wow 
in  days  long  gone  by.  This  cabin  was  built  before  the  days  of  the  Revolution 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  the  State.  It  was  first  erected  at  Caneadea, 


Neirlb/rkS^aiePd/zks- 


18  miles  to  the  south,  and  known  in  the  Indian  language  as  “  Go-a-ya-se-o,' 
the  most  southerly  of  the  Seneca  villages  on  the  Genesee  River.  Followin 
the  sale  of  their  lands  in  the  Genesee  region,  the  Indians  abandoned  this  Counci 
House.  It  was  later  deserted  as  a  residence  by  its  white  owner,  and  in  187 
the  building  was  moved  to  Letchworth  Park. 

In  the  fall  of  1872,  the  Council  House  once  again  reflected  the  fires  kindlec 
■within  its  hewn  and  chinked  walls,  as  representatives  of  the  Seneca  and  th 
Mohawk  tribes  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace  in  what  has  been  termed  the  “  las 
Indian  Council  of  the  Genesee.  ’ 

Near  the  Council  House  is  the  grave  of  Mary  Jemison,  its  bronze  statui 
having  the  following  inscription: 

To  the 
Memory  of 
MARY  JEMISON 

Whose  home  during  more  than  seventy  years  of 
strange  vicissitudes  was  among  the  Senecas  upon 
the  banks  of  this  river;  and  whose  history, 
inseparably  connected  with  that  of  this  valley,  has 
caused  her  to  be  known  as 

“  THE  WHITE  WOMAN  OF  THE  GENESEE" 

Mary  Jemison's  life  was  one  of  strange  vicissitudes.  When  a  child  she  wa; 
captured  by  the  Indians  in  Pennsylvania,  carried  to  Fort  DuQuesne,  and  ther 
given  to  two  squaws  by  whom  she  was  later  adopted  as  a  sister.  She  wa; 
married  to  a  Delaware  Indian,  and  before  she  was  twenty  years  of  age,  she 
had  made  a  journey  to  a  Seneca  village  on  the  Genesee  River.  Following  the 
death  of  her  first  husband,  she  was  married  to  a  Seneca  Indian,  and  gave  birtf 
to  six  children.  At  the  “Big  Tree  Council”  at  Geneseo  in  1797,  she  was 
granted  nearly  18,000  acres  of  land  in  the  Genesee  Valley,  where  she  remained 
until  1831,  when  she  moved  to  the  Buffalo  Creek  Reservation,  where  she  died 
two  years  later.  When  the  city  of  Buffalo  threatened  encroachment  later 
upon  the  little  cemetery  within  the  reservation,  her  body  was  re-interred  on 
the  Council  House  grounds.  A  log  cabin,  a  short  distance  from  the  statue  and 
Council  House,  was  built  by  Mary  Jemison  in  1800  and  given  to  her  daughter 
Nancy. 

Another  interesting  feature  in  Letchworth  Park  is  the  arboretum  (tree 
garden)  with  a  collection  of  the  various  species  of  timber  thriving  in  a  northern 
climate.  The  first  tree  was  planted  in  1912.  Today  this  tree  garden  has  over 
400,000  trees  of  fifty-five  species  and  is  the  home  of  countless  birds  and  animals. 
The  growth  of  the  trees  is  measured  periodically,  their  liability  to  disease  is  noted 
and  their  capacity  for  seed  bearing;  their  behavior  in  pure  stands  and  in  mixture 
and  other  practical  considerations  are  carefully  observed  and  recorded. 
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Headquarters . Red  House,  N.  Y, 

Executive  Secretary . DeHart  H.  Ames 

This  park  of  65,000  acres,  located  in  Cattaraugus  County,  is  32  miles 
from  Jamestown,  one  mile  from  Salamanca,  four  miles  from  Bradford, 
Pa.,  and  20  miles  from  Olean.  Approaching  from  Buffalo,  use  New 
York  State  Route  18  from  Buffalo  to  Salamanca,  a  distance  of  67  miles;  the 
Southern  Tier  Highway  Route  17,  Hornell  to  Jamestown,  passes  through 
Salamanca  one  mile  from  park  entrance.  The  Erie,  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Buffalo,  Rochester  and  Pittsburgh  railroads  have  bus  connections  with  park 
headquarters  from  Salamanca,  the  Pennsylvania  also  from  Quaker  Bridge. 

This  park  has  been  extensively  developed  for  the  camper.  There  are 
group  camps  as  well  as  individual  camps,  trailer  camps  and  hiking  camps. 
The  larger  camps  are  located  along  Quaker  Run  Valley,  the  first  being  about 


Here* s  headquarters  at  Quaker  Run  Valley — New  Administration  Building 
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WewJbrkS^atePar’As- 


Map  showing  location  of  ALLEGANY  STATE  PARK  and  highways  from 
the  larger  cities  of  Western  New  York 


One  of  the  many  bridle  trails  that  lead  through  Allegany  State  Park 


four  miles  south  of  Quaker  Bridge,  with  accommodations  for  1,000  persons 
in  permanent  cabins;  1,500  in  tent  covered,  wood  frame  shelters;  1,500  in 
group  camps,  and  an  almost  unlimited  number  in  trailer  camps.  A  hospital 
unit  is  maintained  throughout  the  summer  at  park  headquarters  with  a  nurse 
in  attendance.  The  park  also  has  camping  facilities  along  the  Big  Red  House 
Valley,  in  the  central  part  of  the  park  area. 

Accommodations  are  provided  for  all  varieties  of  visitors.  There  are  picnic 
grounds  with  covered  fireplaces  for  cooking  for  day  visitors.  Floored  tents, 
equipped  with  cots  and  mattresses,  are  available  for  overnight  tourists.  Cabins 
can  be  rented  for  the  day,  week,  month  or  season.  Camping  season  for  tents 
is  from  July  1  to  Labor  Day,  inclusive, 
while  permanent  cabins  are  available  from 
May  15  to  October  15.  The  cabins  are 
equipped  with  four  cots  and  mattresses, 
tables,  benches  and  stoves.  Blankets  and 
extra  cots  can  be  rented  from  the  park 
management. 

Tents  rent  from  $1  to  $1.25  per  day, 
and  from  $5  to  $6  per  week.  Cabins  rent 
at  $2 . 50  per  day  and  $  1 2  for  the  week. 


There  is  no  charge  for  firewood.  Milk,  provisions  and  general  supplie 
can  be  secured  at  park  headquarters,  or  at  Quaker  Bridge,  Red  House 
Salamanca,  Limestone  or  Bradford,  all  easily  accessible  by  motor. 


Days  of  sunshine  and  life  in  the  open 


Campers  arriving  at  the  park  should 
immediately  register  at  the  camp  rental  office, 
at  Quaker  Run  Valley,  and  secure  such  accom¬ 
modations  as  they  desire.  Registration  will 
facilitate  the  delivery  of  telegrams,  while  mail 
and  inquiries  will  also  have  immediate  atten¬ 
tion.  There  is  no  charge  for  trailer  camp  sites 
providing  the  stay  is  not  too  extended. 

The  park  management  has  erected  perma¬ 
nent  cabins  on  practically  all  trails.  The 
principal  camping  sections  are  along  Quaker 
Run  Valley,  the  Big  Red  House  Valley,  or 
beside  the  scenic  highway  at  South  Mountain. 
Tourists  bringing  their  own  tents  and  equip¬ 
ment  can  be  accommodated  at  almost  any 
spot  within  the  65,000  acres  by  applying  at  the 
office,  and  many  of  the  finest  camping  sites  are  to  be  found  far  back  in  the 
mountains  or  beside  the  streams. 


The  Allegany  State  Park  Commission  has  established  swimming  pools, 
hiking  and  bridle  trails,  athletic  fields,  tennis  courts  and  croquet  grounds. 
Saddle  horses  and  ponies  are  rented  at  park  headquarters  on  Quaker  Run, 
or  at  the  new  headquarters  in  Big  Red  House  Valley.  Numerous  trails  lead 


106 


to  mountain  peaks,  to  observation  towers,  bear  caves,  to  “rock  city,’’  or  to 
localities  with  oil  and  gas  well  developments.  There  are  two  inclosures  of  deer 
and  other  varieties  of  game  and  birds. 


This  scenic  highway  is  between 
Red  House  and  Quaker  Run 

Where  tent  life  predominates 
throughout  the  long  summer 
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While  the  park  offers  excellent  fishing,  it  is  necessary  to  obtain  a  sped 
permit  either  at  park  headquarters  or  from  the  chief  ranger  or  his  assistant 
Trout  fishing  is  permitted  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  in  May  an 
June,  a  limit  of  ten  fish  per  person,  no  charge  being  made  for  the  permit. 


^  the  World  I’m  having  ogood  vacationi 


F rom  the  park  there  are  many  interest¬ 
ing  short  motor  trips,  including  a  swing 
around  Chautauqua  Lake,  to  Cuba  Lake, 
Oil  Spring  Reservation,  or  to  the  largest 
virgin  pine  timber  forest  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  known  as  “Heart’s 
ntent.  A  large  rock  city  between  Olean  and  Bradford,  attracts  many. 


The  Allegany  State  Park  Commission  also  has  charge  of  the  Cuba  Lake 
Reservation,  two  miles  from  Cuba  Village,  containing  about  700  acres,  500  of 
which  is  the  lake.  There  are  over  300  cottages  around  this  lake,  lots  being 
leased  by  the  Commission  for  a  five-year  term,  to  individuals  or  organizations, 
me  lessee  erecting  a  cabin  or  cottage  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commission. 
1  he  lake  is  well  stocked.  Tenting  is  not  permitted  at  this  reservation, 
r.  H.  Setchel,  Cuba,  N.  Y.,  is  superintendent  of  the  reservation. 
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Headquarters . f^iagara  Falls,  f^.Y. 

Superintendent . E-  R-  Waldenberger 

Niagara  falls,  thundering  on  through  the  centuries,  as  they  come 
and  go,  chief  center  of  interest  at  the  Reservation,  known  to  the 
Indians  as  “  The  Thunderer  of  the  Waters,”  was  first  seen  by  a  white 
man  in  1678,  when  Father  Hennepin,  a  French  missionary,  stood  in  awe  before 
the  surging  torrents  and  the  white  crested  tossing  rapids,  while  the  roar  of  the 
falls  drowned  his  voice  to  a  whisper. 

In  the  thunder  of  the  mighty  falls,  the  Redskin  heard  the  voice  of  the  Great 
Spirit,  in  the  spray  they  saw  His  habitation.  Today,  the  white  man  stands 
in  reverence  beside  the  falls,  gazing  on  one  of  Nature’s  most  sublime  spectacles, 
as  the  waters,  embodiment'  of  power,  plunge  to  the  pool  far  below,  raising 


The  very  word  Niagara  ”  is  symbolical  of  power  —  Brink  of  the  American  Falls 
with  the  mists  from  Horseshoe  Falls  rising  in  the  distance 
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Map  showing  location  of  STATE  RESERVATION  at  NIAGARA  with 

highway  approaches 


JVJagara  J^egion 
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Niagara  Falls,  one  of  the  world’s  most  sublime  spectacles.  The  Rock  of  Ages 
appears  in  the  foreground  as  well  as  the  trail  leading  to  the  Cave  of  the  Winds 
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mists  resplendent  in  their  rainbow  hues.  Nowhere  in  the  United  States 
there  a  sight  of  greater  beauty  and  grandeur. 

The  State  Reservation  at  Niagara  was  created  by  an  act  of  Legislature 
1885  and  was  opened  in  July  of  that  year.  Until  a  few  years  ago,  the  reserA 
tion  consisted  solely  of  Goat  Island  and  Prospect  Park  together  with  a  riverw 
and  a  strip  of  land  along  the  American  Rapids  above  the  falls,  all  told  abc 
412  acres,  including  land  under  water. 

The  famous  Devil’s  Hole,  a  deep  and  beautiful  chasm  of  historic  intere 
with  a  considerable  tract  of  wooded  land,  was  acquired  by  the  State  a  f 
years  ago.  It  was  at  the  Devil’s  Hole  that  350  British  soldiers  were  massacr 
in  1763.  The  soldiers  were  attacked  by  Indians  and  those  not  killed  by  ri 
fire  were  driven  alive  over  the  precipice.  Only  two  of  the  350  survived 
tell  the  tale.  From  Devil’s  Hole  there  are  magnificent  views  of  the  Gop 
’Whirlpool  Park,  of  57  acres,  located  at  the  famous  Whirlpool,  with 
swirls,  its  pools  and  its  silvery  spray,  has  also  been  acquired  by  the  State  a 
is  a  part  of  the  reservation.  It  furnishes  many  excellent  views  of  the  whirlp( 
and  rapids.  A  trail  has  been  built  down  the  wooded  banks  to  the  edge  of  t 
turbulent  stream,  and  other  developments  are  under  way. 

Niagara  river,  outlet  of  the  Great  Lakes,  has  a  volume  of  about  1,625,0 
gallons  a  second.  The  crest  of  the  American  Fall  is  about  1,000  feet  in  lengi 


Tumbling  and  tossing,  foamy  white,  the  Whirlpool  Rapids  crash  their  way  onwar 
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A  splendid  airplane  view  of  the  Falls,  Goat  Island  and  the  Upper  Rapids,  as  well 
as  Prospect  Park.  The  American  Fall  has  a  crest  of  about  1,000  feet  and  a 
plunge  of  167  feet,  while  the  Horseshoe  Fall  is  over  2,500  feet  in  length 
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Devil’s  Hole  was  once  the  scene  of  an  Indian  massacre  with  but  two  survivors 


the  plunge  being  167  feet.  The  American  channel,  however,  carries  less  tha 
one-tenth  of  the  river’s  volume. 

The  Horseshoe  (Canadian)  Fall  is  over  2,500  feet  in  length  and  nine 
tenths  of  the  water  passes  over  it,  in  one  emerald  wave,  with  the  greatej 
depth  in  the  center  of  the  channel.  The  crest  of  this  fall  is  receding  at  the  rat 
of  about  six  feet  a  year  at  the  center,  due  to  undermining. 

The  Falls  are  illuminated  each  night  by  means  of  a  battery  of  hug 
searchlights.  "Varicolored  screens  serve  to  transform  the  cataracts  into 
veritable  fairyland  of  color. 

The  attractions  of  the  State  Reservation  at  Niagara  are  too  well  knowi 
to  require  detailed  description,  the  Falls,  Gorge,  Cave-of-the- Winds,  Maid 
of-the-Mist  and  the  Whirlpool  Rapids. 

Although  camping  is  not  allowed  within  the  reservation,  Niagara  Fall 
City  maintains  a  municipal  camp  close  by  and  there  are  also  many  camp  site 
along  the  river  between  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls.  There  are  picnic  ground 
in  the  park  as  well  as  at  Devil's  Hole,  three  miles  or  so  to  the  north.  Ove 
3,000,000  persons  visited  Niagara  State  Reservation  in  1927. 

New  York  State  has  just  taken  the  initial  step  in  a  program  of  park  develop 
ment  in  Erie  county,  about  400  acres  of  land  on  Grand  Island  having  beer 
acquired  this  year.  A  beach  fronting  on  Niagara  river  will  be  a  feature  at  th( 


south  end  of  Grand  Island.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  two  bridges,  one  spanning 
the  river  from  north  of  Buffalo  to  Grand  Island,  the  other  stretching  from 
the  Island  to  a  point  south  of  Niagara  Falls. 

Erie  county  itself  has  done  considerable  along  the  line  of  county  park 
development  and  now  has  four  parks.  Como  Lake  Park,  10  miles  east  of 
Buffalo,  in  the  village  of  Lancaster,  is  equipped  with  shelters,  tables,  fireplaces, 
as  well  as  having  an  athletic  field  and  swimming  beach.  Chestnut  Ridge,  1 8 
miles  south  of  Buffalo,  near  Orchard  Park,  has  practically  the  same  recreational 
facilities.  At  Emery  Park,  20  miles  southeast  of  Buffalo,  there  are  recreational 
facilities  and  likewise  a  museum  containing  many  relics  of  early  pioneers. 
The  fourth  park,  really  a  rest  place  between  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls,  is 
at  Ellicott  Creek  on  the  Niagara  Falls  Boulevard. 


The  American  and  Bridal  Veil  Falls —New  York  State’s  priceless  heritage 
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